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Coronavirus
what is being done?

This is a very difficult time for our 
community – at time of writing, we have just 
been informed that there is a ‘lock down’ for at least 
three weeks, that people should only leave their 
homes for essential shopping, health needs, work 
(if it cannot be done from home) and once a day to 
exercise. 

We are, as you can imagine, concerned that there are 
likely to be even greater challenges to come. People 
who are alone needing to get food, people who are 
experiencing symptoms needing supplies, families 
who are restricted finding it hard being stuck at 
home – it will be a difficult time. But we know that 
our communities are some of the strongest in the city 
and we know that people will look out for each other, 
help each other out and make sure that people aren’t 
alone in this. 

Woughton Community Council is working with 
residents, community groups, resident associations, 
charities and others to try and coordinate efforts. 
People are doing absolutely magnificent things – 
delivering food and supplies, finding medicines and 
baby supplies, going the extra mile to help people 
out. If you are able to help with this, let us know. 

WOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

We have updated our website 
with new pages to try and provide 

information that may help;

 a page that provides an update on 
what is changing,

a page that details support available, 

a page that offers some ideas on how to 
keep active and busy 

and a page that looks at wellbeing and how 
to manage in these anxious times. 

You can find all of them at 
www.woughtoncommunitycouncil

.gov.uk 

T h a n k  y o u

... for all of you who have helped out in whatever way and thank you to 
those of you who will over the coming weeks. Please keep an eye for 
any updates, take care of yourselves, take care of each other (especially 
those most in need) and we will come through this together.



Words  from  the  Leader

As I write this, we are in the 
middle of a nationwide lock down 
due to the Corona virus.

I myself, like many of you, am self isolating, it’s imperative 
for us all to do our part to prevent this horrible virus from 
spreading and putting the NHS at risk of not being able to 
deal with and help our most vulnerable folk.

We, in line with government guidelines have had to close 
all our buildings, and all of the groups and projects that 
were held within them. I know that this will impact on 
many of you and your families in different ways, I am so 
very sorry that it has had to happen but we cannot run 
the risk of opening and potentially putting our residents 
and staff at risk. Please do not think that there is no work 
going on, we are all working remotely to organise what 
we can for our community, including working with our 
partners and doctors surgeries to identify those that 
will find self-isolation difficult, especially those that we 
must shield, the elderly, those with underlying health 
conditions and others. We are still contactable on the 
usual number 01908 395681 if we can help in any way. 
As the weeks pass I am sure that there will be more that 
we are able to deliver for our community, please keep an 
eye on the social media pages if you are able, and if you 
have neighbours that are not please keep them informed 
whilst following all of the social distancing advice that 
has been published, for any updates that happen. 

... that much of the content of the Gazette was prepared before the current 
situation with coronavirus. This means that any activities that were 

planned for April and May will not be taking place. This may be extended 
further, depending on the future. It also means that the information about 

our services (youth, landscape, etc.) may not be accurate during the 
restrictions in place across the country. 

WOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

For now, please be aware of your neighbours, 
have you an elderly or vulnerable resident nearby 
that you think may be struggling? Have you seen 
them lately? Are they doing ok? do they need any 
shopping?

Again, if you are able to check within the social distancing 
guidelines, please do, if not please alert us or an 
appropriate authority, to enable someone to check on 
them.

Finally, as worrying as it is at the moment I am confident 
that the community of Woughton will do the right thing, 
practice social distancing, practice good hand washing 
routines and be kind to each other. We were, before this, 
a strong and thriving community. I know that we will 
come out of the other side of this even stronger and even 
more resilient, remember, it is all of our responsibility to 
create the world we want to live in.

Stay safe and see you at 
the aꢀer party. 

Donna Fuller Leader 

For up to date information, 
please check the website: 

www.woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT WHILST OUR OFFICES ARE 
CLOSED, WE REMAIN OPEN WHERE POSSIBLE. 

 
 
 

OUR YOUTH, ADVICE, WELLBEING AND ENVIRONMENT SERVICES ARE ALL 
AVAILABLE ONLINE / BY PHONE  

AND WE WILL TRY AND HELP WITH ANYTHING ELSE.  

01908 395681 recepꢀon@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk  
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Words  from  the  Chair

We bring you this edition of 
The Gazette in very different 
times than we did the last one.  

Hopefully we are seeing the end of the panic buying and 
slowly we are learning lessons that are being adapted to 
make this horrible situation just a little bit more bearable.

  

I hope you are well and keeping vigilant with washing 
hands and using tissues.  We must be aware of the 
Coronavirus and what it can do to our loved ones.  Please 
listen to the advice being given and take heed, this is not 
an extended school holidays so although we all like to be 
out and about, PLEASE STAY AT HOME.  

Please keep up to date with Government guidelines on 
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-
information-for-the-public

Fun Days and VE celebrations have all been cancelled for 
the immediate future but again please keep updated on 
our website. www.woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

We are working hard online and from home to keep 
residents provided with food and medical supplies and 
we have a resident on each estate that we will inform 
of any information so that it can be fed down into the 
community.

WOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Councillors and Milton Keynes Staff along with Woughton 
Community Council Staff having been working hard 
behind the scenes regarding resilience work for flooding 
and how we can protect our homes from this in the future.

We will soon see Buckland Lodge and Cripps Lodge on 
Netherfield come down to create more Council housing on 
Cripps site and unknown at moment what will be replaced 
on the Buckland site. Again Woughton Community 
Council are working with Milton Keynes Council for the 
benefit of our residents.

There has been some fantastic work done on the estates 
by volunteers to help residents which we thank them for 
but as we are on semi lockdown (at time of writing this) 
these have scaled down at the moment.  

It just leaves me to say please stay safe and if you need 
help it is out there please contact your local councillor 
and they can sign post you to the right place. 
See you on the other side. 

Cllr Sue Smith  Chair
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[Y]OUR YOUTH SERVICE 

 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!   At this very strange time, our youth workers are still working and 
available to you.  They are discovering new ways every day to reach you online, signpost to 
other services you may need, offer their support and find cool stuff for you to do at home.  
Keep your eyes on our social media and website and hang in there. we’re all in this together! 

Play Rangers                                                                    
As soon as its advised to be out playing in our green 
spaces and parks, our Play Rangers will be there!   
Until then we will be posting ideas for things to do at 
home with your families to keep you busy. 

This is what we are coming back with each week this summer 
 
Mondays:    Netherfield Junior Youth Club -  9-12yrs 5.30-6.30pm                                                      
                     Netherfield Senior Youth Club/ Outreach - 13yrs+ 6.30-7.30pm                                          
Tuesdays:     Food Project - (10yrs+)Taking referrals Winter programmes now!  
                     Coffee Hall Senior Youth Club drop-in 12yrs+ @ No95 5.15-6.30pm   
                      Community Choir– 8-108yrs! 6.30-8.00pm @ The Moorlands Centre                                      
Wednesdays: Sexual Health & Advice Drop in - at Chaffron Way Campus 12.15-1.15pm              
                      Tinkers Bridge Juniors 8-12yrs 4.15-5.45pm 
                   SEN Youth Club @No95 Professional referrals only 
                   Q Youth (LGBTQ+ youth group) 13-17yrs. 6-8pm @ No95 
Thursdays:   Eaglestone Juniors  Yrs 5,6 & 7 4.30-6pm @ Falconhurst school.                                              
                   Young Parents Group 12.30-2.30pm at Moorlands                 
                        Music Café - 13yrs+ Free rehearsal space for local Youth Bands & Musicians with  
                      Youth workers & Musician support. 6.00-8.00pm @ Chaffron Way Campus. 
Saturdays: .  Little Dancers: Ballet, Tap & Contemporary 5-8yr olds                    
                      12.00-12.45pm @ Eaglestone Activity Centre.                                  
                   Street Dance 8yrs+ 1.15-2.00pm @ Netherfield meeting Place                                
                           Q Juniors (LGBTQ+ Junior youth group) 8-12yrs. 2.30-4pm @ No95            
  Please contact; Tash Darling t: 01908 392945/ 07853 590546  
           e: tash.darling@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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Landscape Schedule 2020/2021

Grass Cutting commences middle to end of March and 

will continue through to the beginning of November 

and hopefully achieve 12 cuts during this period 

weather conditions permitting.  

Please can I remind all dog owners not only is it an 

offence to leave dog faeces on ground in Public Open 

Spaces but very unpleasant for our Landscape team 

who have to maintain our mowers, which could be 

contaminated with dog waste.  

The route will start off in Eaglestone then continue 

through Leadenhall, Coffee Hall, Bleak Hall, 

Redmoor, Beanhill, Netherfield, Tinkers Bridge and 

finishing off in Peartree Bridge and will be undertaken 

primarily by two zero turn ride-on mowers.

Herbicide application (weed spraying) starts in late 

March early April and will generally follow the same 

estate route however if mowers are on the same estate 

spraying will move onto another to avoid contamination 

onto grass areas.  Another application will commence in 

late autumn in order to suppress late emerging weeds.

WOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Hedge cutting will carry on through the summer and 

continue through the winter at the end of this year and 

beginning of next year.  During the bird nesting season 

selected hedge cutting will be done to avoid disturbance.

Ian Tegerdine 

Landscape and Environment Manager

In between all this 

scheduled work we will 

react to any landscape 

enquiries (if deemed to 

be urgent) these will be 

addressed as soon as 

possible.
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January saw the opening of the Coffee Hall Community 
Café, following an extensive renovation carried out by 
students from Milton Keynes college. The entire project 
was completed in less than five working days, and the 
café now sports a fresh looking white and blue colour 
scheme. We would like to thank the students and staff 
from Milton Keynes College who planned and carried out 
the work to such a high standard, and also to Brewers 
Decorator Centre who provided all the materials free of 
charge.
  
As part of the relaunch, we held a tea dance which was 
attended by over 50 local residents. The catering for 
the event was provided by Inclusive Learning students 
from MK College, who also ran a very entertaining bingo 
session. Guests were also entertained with live music and 
dancing. Although this was planned as a one-off launch 
event, the feedback from those who attended, and those 
who were unable to get a ticket, means that we will be 
planning more tea dances in the coming months.

Woughton Community CafeUpcoming Events

The 75th anniversary of VE Day falls on Friday 8th May 
this year and the May Bank Holiday has been moved 

from Monday 4th to Friday 8th May to allow the nation to 
celebrate the anniversary of the end of the war in Europe.  
There are celebrations planned all over the country, and 

Woughton Community Council is planning an event in 
conjunction with the Royal British Legion, Christ the Vine 

Church and local community groups and residents. 

Displays and activities planned so far include:

Military vehicles
Live music

Multimedia displays of wartime memorabilia, 
music and film

Food based on wartime recipes
Fancy dress competition

Paintball

More activities will be added nearer the day, so keep 
checking our social media pages for updates.

 
The Big Lunch 2020 
is being held on 
Saturday 6th June 
this year, and is a 
fantastic opportunity 
for communities to get 
together and have a 
chat over a bite to eat. 
We’re planning to celebrate Big Lunch 2020 with 
community groups from all over the community 
by holding a food event at Coffee Hall. Everyone is 
welcome to bring food to eat and share, for what 
will be a fantastic chance to meet up with friends 
and neighbours from all over the parish.

Make Music Day 2020
 is being celebrated on 

midsummer’s day – 
Sunday June 21st. 

Whether you’re a 
musician or a music 

lover, we want you to 
enjoy a day of diverse 

music, performed 
by people from around the parish. We’ll 

be having a day-long programme of music at 
95 Jonathans, and if the weather is fine (it is 

midsummer’s day aꢀer all) we’ll even fire up the 
barbecue.
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[Y]OUR YOUTH SERVICE 

       Our Woughton Youth Provision team are always looking at ways to   
improve the service and increase the reach of our service.  

  We’re excited to introduce THE PAWPRINT BADGE programme to our 
Generaꢀonal Gardening Club. 

Mondays 3.30ꢀ4.30pm @ No95 Jonathans. Coffee Hall                                                                     
Children aged of 8ꢀ16yrs can aꢀend alone, with friends, a parent, grandparent                                                  

  Whilst undertaking various outdoor acꢁviꢁes, you can grow real food have fun and 
work towards embroidered badge rewards.                                                                                  

This is a project for our young & older residents. 
We are keen to see neighbours of all ages come 

along and work alongside each other 

We really want to know if you are aged 8ꢀ18yrs (up to 25 SEN) and live 
within the Woughton Area if you are: 

 Home Schooled 

 Living with a disability 

 Feel you are in another community group not accessing our services 

Please get in touch with our Youth leadership team at No95 so we can  
assess how we can beꢀer reach you with our current services and/ or make 
plans to adapt to beꢀer met your needs.  

  Please contact; Tash Darling on T: 01908 392945/ 07853 590546  
           e: tash.darling@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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The feedback we did have was generally supportive 
and recommended that we proceed with the planned 
budget. However, there were some who felt that any 
rise in precept was unnecessary and that we should do 
more with the money we have. 

As a local council, we are subject to strict rules 
around spending – this can be found in our Financial 
Regulations on the website. The biggest rule for 
everyone in the council is to find ‘best value’ – not 
always the cheapest, but the best overall value. This 
means that everything we spend can be accounted 
for, everything we spend must be authorised (usually 
by the full council or committee) and where possible, 
we look at how we can get things donated, reduced or 
otherwise better value. 

Budget 2020/21 
In the last edition of the Gazette, we published a draꢀ budget for the coming financial year and asked for your view 
on this. Whilst we got some feedback, it wasn’t as much as we had hoped and so we will be looking at how we can 
do better this year.

We make every penny count. We will continue to look 
at how we can bring resources in from other places and 
we know that we don’t get fair funding in Woughton, 
compared to other areas (we get around half the 
amount we should get). 

We do a huge amount with the money we raise 
(and about half our income is through things 
other than the precept); 

- the best youth service in the city, 
supporting hundreds of young people every 
week, helping reduce anti-social behaviour, 
providing advice and support, specialist 
services for those most in need and open Play 
Ranger sessions for the whole family.

- the only ‘in house’ landscape team 
within the parish sector that has been delivering 
since the start – whilst never enough, much 
better than the previous service.

- an advice service that saves local 
people tens of thousands of pounds each year, 
helps reduce homelessness and has supported 
thousands of people and families.

- A Community Fridge that has saved 
over 20 tonnes of food being wasted and helped 
hundreds of local people access food.

- An environment team that has 
helped increase recycling, decrease fly-tipping, 
removed 56 tonnes of dog waste and worked 
on several projects to improve the estates, with 
more to come.

- The new Wellbeing Room and support 
service that means people have somewhere 
safe and supportive to come.

- Our community centres that provide 
affordable space to dozens of groups, parties, 
celebrations, fundraisers and more, with 
refurbishment taking place across the centres.

- Training and support to residents 
associations and local charitable groups; over 
£25,000 of support last year in direct funding, 
training, access to space, grants and resources.

- Plus so much more; the first tier of 
local government, with 19 elected councillors 
working across the parish, a distribution centre 
for online orders of recycling sacks (one of only 
a few across the city) as well as the provision 
of dog waste bags, events and activities, host to 
job club, fitness clubs, Community Café, craꢀ 
club, breakfast groups and loads more. 

WOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Thank youFull details of the budget and all aspects of 
our finances are available on our website 
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Everything’s coming up 
all clover!

   

The environment team are trying a new approach 
to the weed and long grass problem around 
the trees and under street signs. We are sowing 
clover seeds in these areas to see if it will supress 
the weeds without the need for spraying or 
strimming. Clover will withstand drought better 
than grass, and it is very beneficial to bees and 
other pollinators. At the moment we are trialling 
in Coffee Hall and Peartree Bridge. If successful 
we will try other estates.

Under ascot railing the plan is to sow Achillea 
Millefolium (white yarrow), which is taller than 
clover, but just as beneficial to insects. 

We have also now planted tulip and crocus bulbs 
under the Coffee Hall notice board on Chapter, 
with summer flowers to follow.

LITTER PICK
In February we had 
our first monthly 
litter pick of the 
year. Within 
2hrs the pickers 
managed to collect 
litter from Griffin 
play park to the 
bench near the 
wooden bridge, As 
you can see from the photo, they accumulated a fair 
bit of rubbish.  Hopefully as the year goes on, we will 
see more people helping to clean up Eaglestone. A 
clean Eaglestone is what we all would like. Your help 
can make Eaglestone a place to be proud of.

Future Litter Pick dates 
Come along to the Griffin Playground at 11am on the 
first Saturday of the month.  We will be announcing 
which areas will be targeted near the time, following 
surveys.  

7th March    1st August 
4th April      5th September 
2nd May       3rd October
6th June        7th November 
4th July         5th December

GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN
28th March 2020 
Join us at the Eaglestone Activity 
Centre from 1pm to 4pm.

To clear the Redway  between MK 
Hospital and Eaglestone, known as 
Peartree Bridge Lane.  
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It is essential that at this time, we look out for 
those most vulnerable. If you are able to help, by 
delivering food or medicine, checking on your neighbours 
to make sure they are okay or in any other way, please get 
in touch.

395681



e


