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I cannot believe that its officially Autumn - 
where did Spring and Summer go?  What a 
quite different year we have had.  

From one extreme to the other, we have had some of 
the hottest days on record, storms that have done some 
damage, torrential rain, a month’s worth in a matter of 
hours alongside Covid. It’s made things very difficult for 
some of our residents, and hopefully Autumn may bring 
more settled times.

I want to say a big Thank You to the Youth team for 
providing much needed play times on each estate 
through Play Rangers, and other staff members joining 
the councillors on the trailer days.   We were pleased to 
start engaging with the communities again.

Children will have started going back to school, and 
routine bought back. Christmas decorations have 
appeared in the shops (gets earlier each year).

We have seen Buckland Lodge demolished and Cripps 
Lodge has started to be demolished making room for 
much needed council homes.  We have seen Anthony 
the Pharmacist from Peake Pharmacy on Beanhill, leave 
to go to Pastures new (closer to his London home).  Good 
Luck Anthony in your new position and thank you for all 
you did for Woughton.

We Councillors will get back to looking at the budget 
for next year, and trying to find out the gaps from Milton 
Keynes Council services as they look to save £45m from 
their budget, so we will be coming round estates finding 
out what services are important to residents so that 
we can try and bridge those gaps.  Please look out for 
consultation forms and come and chat to us about your 
priorities.

Words  from  the  Chair

In these difficult times looking at new, innovative ideas 
to engage with residents we have been continuing with 
our council meetings online. We are really pleased with 
how many people are watching them and engaging with 
questions etc - Instead of Councillors and maybe 1 or 2 
residents, we have been having 100’s of viewings, and 
that’s a good thing.  Please keep watching and engaging 
with us through our Facebook page.

Isolation has been a huge problem in Woughton, so we 
are looking at doing more things to get people out and 
about safely, like our pop up “How have you Bean” 
café on Coffee Hall on Wednesday aꢀernoons (weather 
permitting) 1-3pm and we are still looking at ideas so 
keep your eyes peeled for more info.

Well that is me for this issue.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us on the normal 
number 01908 395681 if we can help in anyway.  

Please stay safe and look aꢀer yourselves.
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Outside The Hub, Coffee Hall
weather dependent

Councillor     S u e  S m i t h
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harder. Covid-19 has already impacted on our budgets 
and I think that will be the case for a while longer yet. We 
have seen increased numbers of residents needing help 
from our advice services and our mental health teams 
- lock down has affected many people. I am also aware 
that people have lost their jobs or had hours reduced. We 
are still committed to helping as many of our residents 
as we possibly can, however we can, but we need to hear 
from you about what matters to you. We will be creating 
opportunities for residents to talk to us about budgets 
and what we provide. I am always more than happy to 
chat about the services we do offer - you will be amazed 
at the range of projects we cover. 

I would love to be able to look forward to Christmas events 
but at the present time I’m not sure if there will be any. I 
am hoping that we can assist the Residents Associations 
to make sure that Santa makes an appearance in as many 
areas as possible so please keep in touch for updates. 

As I write this the Covid-19 numbers are rising, so please 
keep yourselves safe and follow the ‘Hands, face, space’ 
advice so that we can get the numbers on a downward 
trend again and hopefully we will be able to see each 
other soon.  

As always call our number or contact us by email if we 
can help in the meantime.  Look aꢀer yourselves and your 
loved ones.

Is it really autumn already? 
This year seems to be flying by despite the 
challenges that Covid-19 has presented. 

Since my last column we have started to tentatively 
venture out.  Unfortunately, it is still not the right time 
for us to have our offices fully open, but we are doing 
our best to come to you. Over the summer we came 
out into the Parish to reconnect with you all - we visited 
every residential estate weekly (weather permitting). 
It was lovely to get out and talk to you all again. The 
Play Rangers came out and young people played on 
our green spaces and took part in several projects like 
‘Love Rocks’. It was great to see them all out playing and 
laughing in the sunshine again. Thank you to the staff 
and councillors that made this all possible. 

We also opened a socially distanced pop up cafe on the 
green space next to the offices - it’s a pleasant way to 
spend a sunny aꢀernoon just having a chat and a cuppa.

The Community Fridge is now back in its original home 
and is still doing a fantastic job at preventing unnecessary 
waste going to landfill, with our partners and suppliers 
keeping us on our toes  (who knew there was such a thing 
as a limelon?!). Again, a massive thank you to our brilliant 
volunteers and all those who keep the fridge open and 
more than that, it just keeps building. Please pop along 
and see what’s available.   

The environment team have been busy catching up 
with the landscaping and dealing with as many fly tipping 
incidents as we are able - please bear with the team they 
are doing their very best to get us back shipshape again.

As we approach autumn we start to think about budgets. 
Every year it is difficult to fund all of the projects that 
we would love to do but this year it’s going to be even 

Words  from  the  Leader
Councillor     D o n n a  F u l l e r
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Summer 2020 has been strange. With lockdowns, social 
distancing, office closures, mask wearing, hand sanitising 
and all the other challenges, it hasn’t been the same as 
other years.

There was no festival, no fun days. No events happening. 
Trips with Resident Associations were put on hold. 
Schools were closed. Offices shut. Everything went quiet. 
But the sun shone. People got out into the parks and 
open spaces. The roads were quieter, and nature thrived 
– we’ve seen squirrels and foxes and badgers. The birds 
have been singing and more insects than usual. 

And slowly, things started happening again. We managed 
to hold 30 Play Ranger sessions, with hundreds of 
attendances. We took the trailer on the road, visiting 
estates and offering information, reusable drinks bottles, 
face coverings and a chance to come and say ‘hello’. The 
Community Fridge re-opened, with more than 5 tonnes 
of food saved from going to waste between the middle 
of July and the start of September. And we trialled taking 
the fridge on the road too, with almost 20 kilos of food at 
the first session. 

We also started the ‘How’ve You Bean’ pop up café, 
providing a chance to come and have a drink and cake, 
outside in the (mostly) sunshine and have a catch up. We 
are hoping to be able to continue this over the autumn 
and hold it on other estates too – watch our Facebook 
page for updates. 

Our meetings moved online, with hundreds of residents 
tuning in on Facebook to watch proceedings. Our Friday 
updates have been viewed thousands of times, giving a 
weekly overview of the changes, what is happening and 
some local history. 

And residents and community groups looked aꢀer 
each other. They distributed food parcels. Collected 
prescriptions. Cooked meals for those at risk. Did 
shopping and made a point of stopping by to say ‘hello’ 

to those who were isolated, shielding or alone. They held 
socially distanced activities, from Easter Bunny hide and 
seek to activity packs for children. They did all the things 
that we have come to expect in Woughton, with the 
fantastic community spirit across the parish. 

At the time of writing, the restrictions have just come 
back into force with the ‘Rule of Six’ starting – having 
been moving back towards some sort of normal, we find 
ourselves back in a place where activities, visiting family 
and friends and re-starting things has paused – whilst we 
know that people want to get back to normal, we have 
to protect those most at risk. This means that masks, 
washing hands, keeping distances, and staying safe are 
essential.  

Despite these challenges, we are still looking at what 
we can do; youth services can continue, with safety 
measures in place. Our advice and wellbeing support is 
still there, either online, over the phone or face to face 
(socially distanced!). Landscaping and Environment are 
continuing to deliver, despite the challenging situation. 
The Community Fridge is open, the pop-up café will 
continue, and other events will happen, as long as we 
can do that safely and in line with the regulations. 

We would like to thank you all for your support 
during this difficult time – we know it has been hard for 
many of you and hope that the limited activities that we 
have been able to provide have gone some way towards 
helping. We would also like to thank all of you who have 
gone the extra mile within your communities over the 
past few months – you have made a huge difference and 
made the situation more bearable. Thank you for wearing 
a mask, thank you for keeping your distance. Thank you 
for helping the parish to stay safe and well. Whilst we have 
sadly lost some people, Woughton has been better than 
many areas and that is due to you all playing your part. 
We look forward to better times to come but in the 
meantime, many thanks again for everything. 

A Strange and Unusual Summer......
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The Book Swap Table
Just before the end of the school holidays the TBRA 
launched a book swap table next to the Meeting Place 
near the local Tesco. It is a simple affair with no rules 
– hoping residents use it for pleasure. We are trying to 
encourage reading and using books – especially with 
children. TBRA members replenish the small library 
every day, and everyday residents are taking them away. 
We are looking on that as success – books are going 
home with people. 

We depend on donations and book swaps so if you have 
books you intend taking to the charity shop – please 
pop them on the table and one of us will sort them out. 
And please feel free to tidy up the table as you pass – it 
gets messy! A duster is kept in the top drawer!!

Some books may be vandalised but we are assuming 
that it a tiny percentage of cases and we are aiming the 
pleasure of reading books at the majority.

Other Activities
We could not arrange our usual coach trip to the seaside 
in August – for the obvious reason – but our wonderful 
Sarah arranged a few hours out to Simpson Park on a 
sunny day – games – chalks – creative fun - shady breaks 
– and lots of drinks and biscuits.

Sarah is already deep in planning her usual Halloween 
Escapade for our children next month. It won’t be 
completely usual as the team will enforce all required 
Covid safety requirements. But it will be fun. Watch this 
scary place! She organises a Trick or Treat map of the 
estate for participating residents so those who don’t 
want to be bothered, are not.

Hello to you all as we start to get into a new “normal”, we 
hope that you have managed to keep safe and well and 
were able to access food and medicines.  A huge thank 
you to Kevin and all the Woughton Council workers 
who packed emergency food parcels and to the local 
volunteers for delivering.  We hope that we don’t face a 
new lockdown.

As we are unable to hold face to face meetings, I am 
hoping we can arrange zoom meetings, please let me 
know if you are willing and able to take part. Email: 
yvonnedavid1@hotmail.com, also, we would love to 
know what you would like to see happening on and to 
our estate.

Following the resignation of Cllr Akter, we do not have a 
Cllr for Leadenhall, a position that we hope will be filled 
at an election.  In the interim, if you have any issues 
you would like help with, please contact Woughton 
Community Council directly, or, if you wish, I am willing 
to advise you.

Yvonne Tomlinson, 
Vice Chair
Leadenhall Residents Association

Tinkers Bridge Leadenhall
Residents’ Association U p d a t e Residents’ Association
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Focus on Beanhill
Councillor     B r i a n  H e p b u r n

work and we are hoping to see some more joint projects 
supporting our community. Debbie and her team have 
done their best and I look forward to continuing our 
relationship.

Some have criticised the council’s actions immediately 
aꢀer the virus broke,  be it MKC or WCC.  There was a 
initial freeze aꢀer virus break out but they both seem 
to be full steam ahead where they can now.  WCC have 
done plenty from meals to food parcels to guidance and 
support for the vulnerable. They have, in my opinion, 
supported our community as best as they could during 
this frightful time.

As a councillor and resident there are many things I wish 
to do and helping my fellow Beanies is one.  This brings 
me to the upsurge in petty and not so petty crime.  We 
are a community which is no way considered affluent 
and many of us have had many forms of struggles to 
cope with, be it Covid 19 or the serious flooding which 
wiped many out including any money they had. Yet there 
are certain low life’s that are taking advantage of our 
residents and helping themselves to whatever they can. 
Not only is this wrong but to do it to this community in 
time of need is despicable. We must help each other as 
best as we can so if you see something not right report 
it.  By doing so you may be helping someone losing items 
which they cannot afford to replace. We all deserve to 
live in a area where we feel secure and part of the larger 
community but we need to pull together. 

Finally, although Beanhill has not had much in the way 
of events this year the team of people from WCC / MKC/ 
BHRA / Moorlands and many more have been working 
in the background to help bring events to Beanhill when 
times are better. WCC has during August been in the 
community on Tuesdays helping bridge that gap and 
be available for a chat, alongside the Play Rangers who 
have been out doing their bit to help our youngsters have 
some well needed fun. I thank them for that.

Thanks for your time and I wish you all the best, 
Brian, Cllr Beanhill

When our family first moved to Beanhill it became 
apparent that Beanhill was a friendly community. We 
were made welcome by some of the residents and told 
about many of the things in the area. 

On my walkabout I saw many green spaces, some 
of which were overgrown and made the area look 
somewhat unkept - full of weeds and brambles these 
areas are not just bad to look at but causing many issues 
to the fences and properties. These must be dealt with as 
a priority and along with my fellow councillors and the 
Beanhill Residents Association, we intend to get these 
areas done. Thankfully the WCC Landscaping Manager is 
a decent bloke and is willing to help us and reschedule 
the annual cuts for Beanhill to tie in with our deep cut 
which we are aiming to do soon. This can only be done 
with the support of you!  We are asking you all to help 
us help you, working street by street starting at areas off 
Medale and Maslin. We are asking residents when we are 
at your street please come out and help, be it 10 mins or 
an hour it will all help us get through more and quicker. 

There has been a program of replacement streetlamps 
to LED - these are more cost effective and less 
maintenance. Some residents have complained about 
the brightness or positioning of the beam. Can I ask 
that any resident that has issue please email me with 
details of lamp number found on post and your details. 
I am compiling a list to then pass on to contractor and 
hopefully they will look at ways to alleviate issues, this 
however still is at MKC discretion and will be dealt with 
as a case by case. 

Our Residents Association have been working tirelessly 
throughout the pandemic and have done an excellent 
job, from delivering shopping to collecting prescriptions, 
going to have a chat to serving hot meals to the most 
vulnerable. There are too many to list, but they have 
done a sterling job and as a community we should all 
thank them for their commitment. 

The Moorlands Centre has also been doing excellent 
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brian.hepburn@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

As we are trying to work through these very different 
& difficult times ahead, we at Milton Keynes Council 
Neighbourhood Team are working hard to try and keep up 
with high demand of all your tenancy & Neighbourhood 
needs. As I’m currently not working out of the Moorlands 
Children’s Centre if you have any queries or questions 
please get in contact with me.
 
lisa.smith@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Stay safe, Lisa Smith
Beanhill Neighbourhood Officer  

Hello all Here on Beanhill a new committee was voted 
in in February and we hoped to bring in some fantastic 
projects, trips, and events but as we all know Covid-19 
hit and everything stopped. We are hoping now to 
get things started again with a big landscape project 
working with WCC to reduce the greenery to a more 
manageable level. 

We would love people to volunteer as were doing this on 
a street by street basis with Lammas already underway. 
Also, in discussion stage is a project to improve our local 
shops and again we need volunteers to help. 

During August we held a small free school uniform 
event to help reduce waste on perfectly useable school 
uniform and also for people struggling financially. We 
are hoping to run this project every half term so were 
welcoming donations at the Help Our Homeless shop on 
Beanhill please. 

You can find me most days at the shop if you want to get 
involved in any way or join our Facebook page which is 
Beanhill Residents Association (BHRA). Stay well stay safe 

Louise , Chair of Beanhill Residents Association

Beanhill 
Residents’ Association

from your 
Milton Keynes 
Council 
Neighbourhood 
Officer

BRIEF
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The team continues to try and manage what has been 
a summer designed for things to grow! The mowing has 
happened in line with agreements and the shrub work, 
that has to be halted during nesting season, has now 
started again for the Winter season. 

The programme for the coming months is:

Peartree Bridge
Eaglestone
Leadenhall
Coffee Hall
Beanhill
Netherfield
Tinkers Bridge

Woughton Men in Sheds was formed in 2017 in the 
Community Centre on Coffee Hall. We were there for 
approximately 12 months.
 
We then moved to Netherfield on Barnfield Drive where 
we took over a disused landscape depot. With our small 
membership we built a shed which joins the existing build and 
from there we have started making things for the community, 
plus bespoke items from large Facebook customers. 

We are open 3 days a week from 10 am till 4pm where 
we make all our products from recycled wood. 

We are looking for more members to come along and join in 
our activities of making wooden products - from planters to 
small sheds all made from wood that would otherwise go to 
landfill. 

Our membership is open to anyone from the age of 18 to 80. 
Come along join in - there is no joining fee and membership is 
free and with that if you come to help us you get teas coffees 
and if there all day, some lunch!

We also welcome our facility to women who would like to 
learn some woodwork skills which you can do aꢀer training 
on our machines. I could go on and on about us but just 
come over to Barnfield Drive - we are between Beadlemead 
and Langland just turn up have a chat and a cuppa and see if 
we can blow your blues away. 

Many thanks, Alan Williamson 

Landscape Update
As always, this is subject to change dependant on urgent 
sight line or Health and Safety issues arising.

We are continuing to work with Milton Keynes Council 
around issues surrounding trees and the replacement of 
some planting that is unsuitable, getting to the end of its 
life or would benefit from a change. This all takes time, 
but we continue to work towards building upon the really 
lovely green spaces and planting across the parish. 

Woughton  Men  in  Sheds

Men is sheds
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APPLE DAY 2020
SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT TO USUAL

Apple day was a bit different 
this year - people collected 
apples, de-livered them to No 
95 where they were washed, 
pulped, juiced, bottled 
and pasteurised, before 
being transported down to 
the Community Fridge for 
collection

Feedback was great - this is Zac, who didn’t know 
about the trees on the estate, had a lovely time 
collecting the apples and then and even better time 
drinking it! It was, apparently ‘lovely’.

There is LOADS of fruit still around - apples, nuts, 
blackberries and sloes. All on our doorsteps.

Thanks to all involved and we hope to be back with 
a full day event next year.
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  Please contact; Tash Darling t: 01908 392945/ 07853 590546  
           e: tash.darling@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

    Play Rangers                                                                    
We are running our Monday session on 
the Jed Adderley park on Netherfield  
@ 5pm and on the Eaglestone Flagpole 
Green on Thursdays at 3.30pm. We 
are promoting safe outdoor, socially 
distanced sports and play for all ages. 

Things are different ꢀ  we are using outside spaces whenever we can for as 
long as we possible and are implementing  all safety measures.                    
Young people will be asked to wear masks in buildings but the youth team 
are still here, across the parish each week and available to contact should a 
child, young person or parent need any support.  
These building based projects are still running every week  
Mondays:    Netherfield Juniors ꢀ 9ꢀ12yrs 5ꢀ6.30pm when weather & light deteriorates                                                     
                     Netherfield Senior Youth Club/ Outreach ꢀ 13yrs+ 6.30ꢀ7.30pm                                          
Tuesdays:     Independent Living Project ꢀ (15yrs+) Referrals welcome NOW!  
                     Coffee Hall Senior Youth Club dropꢀin 12yrs+ @ No95 5.15ꢀ6.30pm   
Wednesdays: Sexual Health & Advice Drop in ꢀ at Chaffron Way Campus 12ꢀ1.pm               
                      Tinkers Bridge Juniors 8ꢀ12yrs 4.15ꢀ5.15pm *may be extended soon 
                   SEN Youth Club @No95 Professional referrals only 
                   Q Youth (LGBTQ+ youth group) 13ꢀ17yrs. 6ꢀ7.30pm @ No95 
Thursdays:   Eaglestone Juniors  Temporarily as Play Rangers on green—see above                                             
                   Young Parents Group 12.30ꢀ2.00pm at No95               
                        Music Café ꢀ 13yrs+ Free rehearsal space Coming back soon! . 
Saturdays: .  Little Dancers: Ballet, Tap & Contemporary 5ꢀ8yr olds                    
                      12.00ꢀ12.45pm @ Eaglestone Activity Centre.         
                   Street Dance 8yrs+ 1.15ꢀ2.00pm @ Netherfield meeting Place                                

 
      
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                        
   
 

[Y]OUR YOUTH SERVICE 
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  Please contact; Tash Darling t: 01908 392945/ 07853 590546  
           e: tash.darling@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

                                                                  
We will run our Monday session on the Jed 
Adderley green, Netherfield  @5pm and on 
the Eaglestone Flagpole Green on Thursdays 
at 3.30pm. Promoting safe outdoor, socially 
distanced sports and play for all ages.       
For as long as the weather & light allows.      

 
                         WOUGHTON ROCKS  
 

Alongside the usual 
sports and crafts               
delivered we also 
launched our Woughton 
Rocks project— we are    
inviting all ages to paint 
a rock with encourage-
ments, memories and    
positive images that rep-
resent you or your lock-
down experience and 
get them to us at the 
youth centre or the Hub 
and we we’ll create a 
permanent display as an 
archive from 2020.            

      We had hundreds of children and young people engage with Play Rangers over 
the 5 weeks we delivered in the Summer Holidays. We met some of their parents too. 
We even managed to introduced some lovely families to neighbours they didn't know 
they had. New friendships were made and we had a lot of fun.                                 
Even some of our managers and councillors joined in! 

 

[Y]OUR YOUTH SERVICE 
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Each year, Woughton Community Council awards grants to local groups and charities to help support activities 
that help local people. Last year, over £5,000 was awarded, providing hundreds of people with day trips to different 
places, to guiding groups for equipment, to help those with disabilities access outings and to help fundraising 
efforts across the parish. 

The funds are available to all local groups – we would love to see more applications to help more people do more 
things! Already this year, we have supported a new yoga taster session, helped to bring MK Storehouse to the parish, 
trips to a number of different places (although some of these have had to be postponed) and provided equipment (and 
some labour!) for the community gardens. 

If you have an idea for something that would help make Woughton even better, get in touch with us and we can talk 
though the process. The guidance and application forms are on our website. 

https://www.woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk/grant-aid/ 

The Communities and Environment Fund

Grant Awards  2019/2020 

Amount  Name of Organisation    Application Details 

£258.00  Coffee Hall Residents Association Towards the costs of a trip to Portsmouth.
£500.00   Coffee Hall Residents Association Towards a day trip to the Somme.
£197.76  Coffee Hall Residents Association Towards the costs of attending the Festival.
£353.00  Tinkers Bridge Residents Association Towards the costs of a seaside trip.
£500.00  Chatter & Natter   Towards the costs of a trip to the Clacton Air Show.
£500.00  Everglades Sheltered Housing Scheme Towards the costs of providing wheelchair accessible    
       transport for some day trips during the summer months.
£825.00  Moorlands Family Centre  Towards the costs of two (2) coaches and entrance fees to the   
       Twin Lakes Theme Park.
£264.00  1st Beanhill Rainbows Unit  To provide Girlguiding specific goods, arts and craꢀs materials. 
£180.00  Coffee Hall Residents Association Towards the costs of tickets for residents of Coffee Hall to   
       attend an Ice Spectacular in December 2019.
£270.00  Tinkers Bridge Residents Association For 1.5 hours for twelve (12) weeks to run a Keep Fit Group for   
       a trial period of three (3) months, starting from Easter 2020. A   
                  resident of the estate, who is a qualified instructor, has   
       volunteered to run the group.
£295.00  Netherfield Residents Association  Towards the cost of the 57 seater coach for an outing to the   
       Southend Halloween and Fireworks display.
£172.00  Netherfield Residents Association Towards the cost of the 57 seater coach for an outing to the   
       Stratford Upon Avon Christmas Victorian Market. 
£351.00  Netherfield Residents Association Towards the cost of a 79 seater coach for an outing to the   
        Bournemouth Air Show.
£400.00  Netherfield Residents Association Towards the cost of a 79 seater coach for an outing to Hastings.

£5,065.76 Total Spend 
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