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Tenant involvement opportunities "\K
Register your interest now “

SHEDS

MK Council Is recruiting tenants who'd like to be involved as a
critical friend to the council’s Housing Service.

We're developing several different engagement opportunities for
interested tenants who'd like to be involved. Full support will be
provided by the council’s Resident Engagement Team.

To find out more or register your interest, please contact us:
Email: residentengagement@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Call: 07557 318943 and 07765 343451

Visit: www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/housing/getting-involved

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk

time to

Netherfield Residents Association(NRA)
Stratford Upon Avon v
Saturday 6th August 2022 "HELPLINE

£6 a Ticket, payment must be made 8010688
when booking, or a deposit.

[ 3 " - . .
w Free Raffle ticket for each ticket purchased . www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service
» Allocated seats & Toilet on board .
::: Sweets on the Coach, info sheets =
. 01908 — 676320 :::
W Be at the pickup point 8.45am
" 01d Buckland Lodge site, Netherfield 2 The Woughton Wellbeing and Advice Service is here
T ’ S ;:: for the residents of the Woughton Parish to help
B R e e SRS D RS RS RS RS ARSI Rs with any issues or concerns you may have. We aim
Coach leaves old Buckland Lodge site at 9am & leaves Stratford Upon Avon tag ¢ . . " .
S i bt HOTHE, to help within the advice session or sign post resi-
Anyone under 16yrs must be accompanied by an adult. dents on to the relevant agencies who may be
better positioned to help.
If you would like a ticket contact
the Netherfield Residents - Contact Janette Contact the Wellbeing and Advice Service on 01908 395681
Association on 01908-676320 at 273 : 01,908'676320 or email was@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Broadlands Netherfield to book P, tT';'S e f"\';hmm
NOw! ! Community Council & NRA You can also access sessions at our local Family Centres.
E — _ : : edgerows (on Tuesdays) or Moorlands (on Wednesdays)
: ; Hed {on Tuesd Moorlands (on Wednesdays)
(===l AR
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Hello Lovely people of Woughton,

| hope this issue of The Gazette finds you and yours
well.

The Queens Platinum Jubilee

Its now mid-summer and the jubilee went off without
a hitch. Lots of events on the estates of the Parish
and I'd like to say well done once again to the Resident
Associations on our estates for putting on events to
celebrate 70 years of Queen Elizabeth II. It was a huge
milestone in our history and wish Her Majesty well.

New Ambassador

It's a new council year for us at Woughton, having a
new Ambassador and saying Farewell to Leadenhall’s
Councillor, Yvonne Tomlinson who is off to pastures
new. We wish her good luck and good health and
thank you for her contribution to the Parish. We look
forward to welcoming a new Councillor in the fullness
of time.

Caterpillars

We had the issue of the caterpillars, which has now
subsided, and the moths have flown off into the blue
wild yonder.

Youth Activities

Looking forward, we have the youth activities soon

and even though we are not on all estates, ALL young
\
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people can access the activities so please don't be
shy - visit all the ones that looks like your kind of
thing.

Events near You

Now the weather is warmer and drier, lots of yard

sales and bingo nights and more are happening, so

please keep your eyes peeled for things happening
near you.

Well I'm off to get a long glass of something cold,
and get some sun, so please take care, remember
don't leave dogs in cars, sunscreen, hat ... and
umbrella.

See you soon.

Sue Swmith

B £




The Platinum Jubilee Woughton Celebrates!

A\

— Coffee Hall, Tree Planting -

,‘A
|

The Jubilee weekend took place
between the 2nd and 5th of June,

with a range of activities and events
taking place across the parish.
Hundreds of people attended, enjoying
everything from trifle to rodeo
bulls, kites to cake sales.

Thursday saw Jonathans Court start proceedings
with an afternoon event / garden party and Ashby
House with a tree planting. This was followed later
with the Woughton Beacon lighting, after a jacket
potato and jubilee trifle tea. The Beacon, despite
being smaller than we may have hoped, flamed
brilliantly, and burned nicely.

Friday saw the Eaglestone Kite Festival, where
WCC delivered gazebos, generator and the gas-
powered urn to support the event. With an
estimated 350 attendees (and 100 kites being
snapped up in less than an hour), this was a fabulous
community event, bringing lots of local groups
together.

Friday also saw Coffee Hall Residents Associations
event, with a programme of live music, face painting
and food stalls. Loads of people came and, despite
ordering tables and chairs for 160, many people
found themselves with picnic blankets as all tables
were full! A lively and busy few hours.

- The Ambassador at Jonathan'’s Court -
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Saturday had events at Tinkers Bridge, Beanhill and Netherfield — there was a damp start to Saturday, but this
didn’t deter people.

Netherfield was in full swing at noon, on the Alphabet Park, with a rodeo bull, inflatable house and a range of
stalls offering fun for all the family. There were also a huge number of Queens...! In the week running up to the
event, the RA planted 70 sunflowers and then also a tree which was planted as part of this event. Around 150
attendees and nearly £200 raised at the raffle — a phenomenal resuilt.

L= R~ “::;.
?"-_._‘ Tinkgﬂidge ED

el

Tinkers Bridge had space inside (with a buffet that looked
phenomenal) and outside (with a BBQ too), art, crafts, and

a beautifully decorated hall, as well as stalls outside, a raffle
and other things. The weather was very much against this
event, but nevertheless, the estate (and neighbours) was out
in force and had a cracking time.

Beanhill took over the Moorlands Centre with food

and flags, fun and festivities including stalls, tombola

and another beautifully decorated hall - this was a truly
community event that was very well received with hundreds
getting involved.

And then there were the smaller events — the households
and streets that got together to celebrate, with a few
nibbles, the odd lemonade (or two!) and a chance to meet
up and enjoy a celebration for the first time in a while.

A huge thank you is due to all the
volunteers who enabled these to happen and
a huge congratulations to Her Majesty for
70 glorious years.
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Cost of
1 iving SUPport If you are worried about your finances and how you

are going to make ends meet, there is help available.

Please find below links to some of the support

Help with paying your rent available to the residents of Milton Keynes.

and Council Tax

Housing Benefit and Council Tax Reduction -
Make a new claim for Council Tax Reduction or report a change in circumstances

- www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/benefits

Discretionary Council Tax Reduction Scheme -
MKC funded to provide additional support to those experiencing financial hardship -

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/council-tax/discretionary-council-tax-reduction-scheme-dctrs

Energy Bills Rebate -
Council Tax Rebate for Council Tax bands A to D -

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/council-tax/energy-bills-rebate

Discretionary Housing Payments - An additional payment to individuals on Housing
Benefit that are struggling to meet a shortfall in their rent - www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/benefits/

discretionary-housing-payments-dhp

Help with essential costs including food and energy

Local Welfare Provision -
MKC funded to provide essential support in the event of an emergency -

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/benefits/what-local-welfare-provision-lwp
Food Bank -
The provision of food, fuel, and small essential items, mostly in partnership with voluntary and

charity groups — www.mkfoodbank.org.uk/i-need-help-2

Household Support Fund - Support with food and energy costs -

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/benefits/household-support-fund

If you need any help applying for any of these, please contact the Woughton Advice
Service on 01908 395681, or email was@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
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The Great British staycation is here to stay, with up to
30 million Brits expected to holiday in the UK in 2022.
And it’s likely many of us will be taking our four-legged

friends along. But dogs aren’t welcome everywhere, so
we're urging you to plan your outings carefully. A little
forward thinking could save your dogs from heatstroke

this summer.

Many people think it's ok to leave their dog in the car
if they're parked in the shade or the windows are open.
But a car can become as hot as an oven, even when the
weather doesn’t feel that warm. When it's 22 degrees
Celsius outside, the car could reach an unbearable 47
degrees within an hour. It’s very dangerous and will

cause your dog suffering and harm.

What to do if you see a dog in a car on a warm day
First, assess the dog’s condition. If they’re showing any

signs of heatstroke dial 999 at once.

If the dog's condition is critical, and the police haven't
arrived yet, your instinct will be to break into the car
to free them. But please be aware that this could be
classed as criminal damage. You may need to defend
your actions in court, so please be sure you're doing

the right thing. Legally, you can commit damage if you

MY WOUGHTON gazette 11

believe the car owner would consent to it if they
knew the dog was in danger.

If you're sure you need to free the dog, tell the
police what you intend to do and why. Take
photos or videos of the dog. Are there any other
witnesses? Take their names and telephone

numbers.

we may not be able to get to
you - and the dog - quickly enough. And as we
have no powers of entry, we'd need to ask the
police to help us rescue the dog. Don't worry - the
police will soon let us know if the dog needs our
help.

Check if the dog is showing signs of heatstroke or
is in distress. If they are, immediately follow our
emergency first aid advice. This could mean the
difference between life and death for the dog.

This article was first published by the RSPCA.
— we have been asked to share it, but the full

article is available at




Woughton Advice Service

If you're struggling or worrying
about debt or finances, don't
keep quiet, get in touch with us now.

The web is full of ideas on how to try and save money.
Some are common sense, like turning off lights when
you leave a room, or wearing more clothes instead

of turning your heating on. Some are ridiculous, like
cooking an egg in the kettle.

With prices rising and likely to continue, managing your
money might already be causing you real hardship and
worry.

We don’t have answers to everything, but we can talk
through your options and refer on to specialist support
if needed. We can even open bills if that is too much
for you at the moment. We won't just refer and forget
about you, we can keep in touch and make sure you
are ok.

There are some contact details below of organisations
who might be able to help if you would rather get in
touch with them directly.

Whatever situation you find yourself in, deal with
it now. Background worry is exhausting and can be
overwhelming and the problem will not just go away.

MONEY LIFELINE — 0300 1235 198
Budgeting, money management and debt advice

STEP CHANGE — 0800 138 1111 Debt help and advice
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU - 0808 278 7991

SCOPE — 0808 800 3333
advice and support for disabled people and their families

AGE UK DEBT ADVICE -
www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/money-legal/debt-
savings/debt-advice/

National Debtline -
https://tools.naticnaldebtline.org/dat-reg

MONEY HELPER -
https;//www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en

And of course, you can always speak to us at the
Woughton Advice Service on 01908 395681 or
was@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

12 MY WOUGHTON gazeffe
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In May, Woughton presented its first
Open Mic evening. Hosted by our multi-
talented volunteer Jerry, the inaugural
event showcased a wide variety of music,
poetry and poetry performed by Woughton
residents, and even attracted a few
performers from further afield.

If you've never experienced Open Mics before, they are a
little like a talent show, except that there are no winners
or losers. Rather, everyone who takes part is considered a
winner, as it’s all about getting up and expressing yourself
in front of a friendly audience.

If you ever thought you had a song to sing, or a story
to tell, Open Mics are a great environment to try it
out. There’s no judgement, no egos, just applause and
encouragement.

We will be taking the Open Mic on tour
around the parish this summer, so why not
come along and tell us a story or poen,
sing a song or just sit back and enjoy
the show.




Ambassador’s Column

As Woughton Ambassador, I would
firstly like to thank all those
volunteers who helped make the Queens
Platinum Jubilee a great event.
Spread over several days and
locations throughout Woughton, the
events were all brilliant and all
those volunteers and organisers
should be very proud of what they
have achieved.

The events which | visited were all a bit different,
but all were well received by residents and visitors
and, from what | saw, very well attended. It was
good to see people enjoying themselves (especially
with things the way they are) and it was good to
visit fellow councillors on their own turf and see
what they do. It took many people and many
donations to help bring these events and without
these donations many of our Resident Associations
would struggle. Again, a massive thanks to all
volunteers and of course WCC for spreading

themselves out to help all our estates

Beanhill ‘Tin Man’ statue

| have been looking at the situation with the Tin
Man and, after several complaints about continuing
vandalism, | have decided to open a public
discussion about what we should do regarding him
and his future.

One suggestion is to move him from his current
location in the park to a place where he will stand
out and be seen by all who come in to Beanhill,
with a location geared around the Tin Man with a

new garden area created.

| have been in touch with the grandson of the artist

of Tin Man’ and at time of writing | am awaiting
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on him visiting Beanhill to have a chat about this

relocation and whether he would support it. |
believe this is the best solution to safeguard the
statue for the future and being at the new location
and partly maintained garden around him by the
local school it will make them all aware of who he is
and why we as Beanies look after him.

The idea at present would mean he is built into a
concrete plinth and surrounded but a garden with
a yellow path from it leading to the school and
the children will have opportunity to put their
handprints in the laying of the path.

This is of course if you, the Beanies, decide this is
better for him. | would suggest that if he remains
where is it will eventually get to the stage that he is
damaged beyond repair or considered dangerous to
do this.

I welcome any feedback

so please email me on:

brian.hepburna
woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk




Rats, rats and more rats....

Thexe's an old saying that you are
never more than 6 feet from a rat and
whilst this is probably not true, there
are certainly plenty of them around.

Many of us will have seen them in the bushes, running
near shops or factories and for some, in their gardens
or homes. There is lots of discussion about this — how
can we control them? Who should | contact? What
can | do about them?

There isn't a simple answer — rats will go where there
is food and shelter, much the same as most animals.
And with the way that household waste is managed
in Milton Keynes, there is often a ready supply each
week when bags are put out. This, as well as the litter
that is dropped, the food packaging and takeaway
containers and the large amounts of hedgerows and
bushes that provide cover means that in some places,
there is a very welcome home for rats.

Despite this, there are things coming that should help
— wheelie bins that are being introduced in 2023 will
make it easier to stored household waste and reduce
the amount of food available. But in the meantime,
what should you do to try and keep your home free
from the pests?

Seal up your home

Close up all holes along your exterior using
recommended rodent-proofing materials. Pay
particular attention to doors, windows, and vents.

Clean up that garden

Remove piles of debiris, clutter, and rubbish from
around your gardens. Plant shrubs and bushes at
least 3 feet from buildings. These spaces provide safe
habitats for rodents.

Remove outdoor food sources
Gardens and fruit trees can be a real draw for rodents.

14 MY WOUGHTON ﬁazette

If you have fruit trees, regularly remove dropped fruit
from the ground. Keep the tree pruned to prevent
hiding spots for rodents. Apply a rat guard to your
trees by securing a piece of sheet metal 2 feet high
around your tree’s trunk. In the garden, keep it free of
rotting food and hiding places. Consider whether the
bird feeder is the best option — any food that falls will
be a lovely snack for a rat.

Eliminate outdoor access

Trim back overhanging trees that enable rodents to
hop onto your roof. Also, keeping your trees properly
pruned gives rodents one less place to hide from
predators.

Practice cleanliness in and around your home

If rodents don't have food, they certainly have no
reason to want to invade your home. Don't leave
food sitting out in and around your home. Make sure
rubbish bags and pet food are securely contained in
rodent-proof bins.

Invest in mint

Both rats and mice avoid the scent of mint. Plant mint
outside in your garden and rub peppermint oil indoors
along attic beams and other areas where you've
experienced rodent problems. Even leaving some dried
mint leaves can help.

It is also important to get rid of any pests as soon as
possible — the longer they are there, the more settled
they get. There are lots of companies that can help,
but if you are a council tenant there is a company
that offers ‘special rates’ — check https://www.milton-
keynes.gov.uk/environmental-health/animals-and-
pests/pest-control for more information.
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Parking within the Parish

A challenge that isn’'t going away.
Parking is an issue that we hear about more than
most — certainly in the top 10 issues for residents
across the parish. With schools, large events at the
stadium (used to be the Bowl!) and larger venues
that have lots of visitors, like the Islamic Centre and
the hospital, there are times where there are more
cars than spaces and the can cause real frustration.

There are also times where people parking
inconsiderately leads to difficulties — parking on or
near zebra crossings, on hatching outside schools,
on verges causing damage or where vehicle reduce
visibility for other road users. These are all things

that we see and hear about almost every day.

But things are unlikely to change unless we do
something differently. So your ideas and
views and really important. What could
we do to reduce these problems? How can we
make the parish safer for everyone using the roads
and paths? How can we try and make sure that
buses and emergency are able to get to where they
need to be? How can we make sure that the limited

space is used in the best way possible?

Some ideas have been mentioned, and
we would like to know your views on
these:

Walking buses to schools. Thisis where
groups of children travel together from a place
away from the school, reducing pressures on the
immediate area. Usually, this would be a short walk
away (5 minutes’ walk) and then some trusted adults
would supervise the group walking to the school.

Parking permits. Thisis a controversial
idea, as it means that residents must have a permit
to park on the roads outside their own houses,
which would cost £25+ for each permit. This would

also have to be supported by a majority of people.

Yellow lines / parking
restrictions. As with the permits, this means
that restrictions are there for everyone — for some,
this might be fine, but in other areas it tends to
be visitors that come occasionally (for concerts
or events) that are the bigger issue. Is it worth
stopping everyone from parking, just to avoid a
problem 3 or 4 times a year?

A ‘friendly parking’ scheme, where
residents who have a space that they don't use can
allow others to use it. This might be, for example,
a house near a local school where a teacher could
park during the day. Or a space near the Islamic
Centre that isn't used on Fridays, during prayers to
enable a worshiper to park safely.

It may be that there are other things that you
would like to see — we will, of course, continue

to work with MKC to investigate more parking,
better management of parking issues and longer-
term solutions. We are also talking with schools,
hospitals, and venues about how we can work
together to manage these issues. Any ideas would

be welcome.

You can visit our questionnaire at
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/L32DTQX

(or via the website / social media links) and let us

know your thoughts, register your interest, or give

us your feedback.
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