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words from the leader
am aware that there will be gardening projects, litter picks, and 
much more, again keep an eye on the social media page. 

On a less positive note, we have been hearing of several 
instances of anti-social behaviour recently, vandalism and large 
gatherings of young people intimidating younger children. Please 
talk to young people about the importance of being a good 
citizen and making positive contributions to the community. We 
all live here, and we all have the right to enjoy it, however old or 
young we are! There also seems to be an increase in fly tipping, 
so please report any that you see so that they can be dealt with 
quickly, these piles have a habit of growing overnight if we don’t.
 
I would also like to thank you for your patience while we catch 
up with the landscaping. You have probably noticed that 
some areas are looking greener than usual. The perfect growing 
weather we have had of late has meant that nature has had a 
growth spurt. Couple that with the bird nesting restrictions, 
lockdown and staff holidays it has literally crept up on us. We 
have taken steps to make sure that we get on top of it as soon 
as possible so please bear with us.

We have already started to plan for the autumn and even 
Christmas. Its lovely to be able to do so this year in the hope 
that restrictions will lift, and if we continue to follow advice, we 
will hopefully be able to have something a little closer to normal 
by then. For now, I hope that you and your families enjoy the 
summer and the sunshine.

Leader D o n n a  Fu l le r

It’s that time again! 
It has been a while since I have 
been able to catch up with you, but 
I’ll keep it as short as possible.

At long last we can open the office 
again after what seems to be 
forever, albeit in a restricted way. 
Paul, our lovely front office person, 
is now back and is looking forward 

to seeing you again. He has temporarily moved, still at the front 
door but in a funky office now! 

We have been able to reopen the pop-up cafe alongside the 
community fridge on Tuesdays and Thursdays. It has been lovely 
to see so many people out enjoying the sunshine, coffee and 
cakes but more importantly, enjoying catching up with friends 
and neighbours. We have expanded slightly so that we now offer 
a hot lunch on Thursdays for those who wish, again giving folk 
the chance to sit and enjoy some lunch out in the open air with 
friends. 

The community fridges in both Coffee Hall and Netherfield 
are going from strength to strength and between them are 
preventing approximately 2 tonnes of food per week from going 
into landfill! That is a lot of lovely food that is no longer going to 
waste.

We have taken the decision not to have our parish wide festival 
this year as we think it is probably better not to encourage a 
large gathering while there are still some uncertainties but we 
will be supporting the estate based events that I know are being 
organised now. I hope to see many of you there. Keep an eye on 
social media pages for more updates. 

There will be other things 
taking place over the summer 
and beyond, with the play 
rangers out and about 
during the summer holidays, 
as will the community 
development team in our 
trailer - look out for them. I 

IT’S A NEW COUNCIL YEAR - 
SO HERE’S THE NEW COUNCILLORS

Well, it is a new year for Councils, what has changed? 
Let’s see.

We welcome 2 new Parish Councillors, firstly the return of 
Cllr Yvonne Tomlinson for the ward of Leadenhall

and Cllr Amber McQuillan, returning to the parish after a 
short absence, for the ward of Beanhill.

MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL – 
WARD COUNCILLORS FOR WOUGHTON AND FISHERMEAD.

We had 2 vacancies for our ward, and we are proud to announce 
that 2 of our Parish Councillors that both live in the ward have 

been duly elected.  Cllr Donna Fuller and Cllr Amber McQuillan 
are your new ward councillors.



Phew, its warm, so please make 
sure you are drinking plenty of 
fluids in this hot weather and 
be aware that dogs can get heat 
exhaustion even if not in a car 
or sun.  Their bodies struggle 
to control their temperatures, 
so make sure they have plenty 
of water too - give them a little 
plunge pool if you can and a fan 

is always welcomed. It is a good practice that if you take your 
shoes off and put your feet on the ground and its too hot for 
you to stand for a couple of minutes then its too hot for your 
dogs’ feet too, walk when its cooler earlier in the day or later in 
the evening.

For children, make sure they have their sunscreen on, a hat and 
again plenty of fluids. Playing in the full sun at midday is not 
recommended. Again, water play is a good way of cooling them 
down.

June has come in like a lion this year, and we are waiting with 
bated breath for the Prime Minister to say if we can relax 
restrictions on the 21st, lets hope so for business, weddings and 
all the rest that have suffered longer than most.*

We have seen lots of new faces at the community café on 
Coffee Hall on a Tuesday and Thursday which is fantastic - 
people that are worried about coming out and meeting people 
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can do it in a safe environment with a free cuppa and piece of 
cake or even a hot lunch, (weather permitting). So, come along 
and reunite with friends and family.

We still have a few meetings (via zoom) before we break up for 
August, so please join us and watch your councillors represent 
you.

We have a few events happening in the Parish in next few 
months:

- Resident Associations putting on fun/family days. 

- We are supporting the West Ashland Fire Brigade dash in full 
kit to commemorate 9/11 by running from the blue light hub to 
the city centre via Grafton Street as they did in New York. 

- We have our own memorial walk to remember those we have 
lost during covid, more details to follow. Follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter to keep up with information.

It’s been bought to our attention that we have sadly had some 
vandalism at the Community Garden on Netherfield and Tinman 
on Beanhill amongst others. Anyone with information please 
report online to Thames’s Valley Police. Residents work hard to 
keep these special places nice and safe, so please help them to 
continue.

I hope to see you out and about at events or at the Community 
Café - tomorrow I will find out what ingredients I have to work 
with for Thursday Lunch. Feels like Ready, Steady, Cook, for 
those that remember it.

And finally, congratulations to all of the winners of the “Student 
of the Year” awards at Milton Keynes College, especially 
Fahamida Akter who won the overall award.

Please Take Care, Stay Safe and enjoy the warm weather.

*Since time of writing, the restriction end date has been pushed back to July. 

Councillor S u e  S m i t h

THE COUNCIL
CHAIR – Cllr Sue Smith – no change
VICE CHAIR – Cllr Jordan Coventry – no change
LEADER – Cllr Donna Fuller – no change
AMBASSADOR – Cllr Pam Wilson – no change

COMMITTEES
SERVICES     
Chair – Cllr Nick Scott – no change 
 Vice chair – Cllr Maggie Ferguson (new)

OPERATIONS 
Chair – Cllr Jordan Coventry – no change
Vice chair Cllr Elina Apse (new)

PLANNING 
Chair – Cllr Sue Smith (new)
Vice chair – Cllr Janette Bobey 

RESOURCES AND FINANCE    
Chair – Cllr Sue Smith – no change
 Vice Chair – Cllr Elina Apse (new)
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Beanhill is a diverse community but to all that do live here we 
are all beanies!

The area has had its issues during the past year, including the 
impact of Covid, but it has shown that it is a caring, supportive 
community and as residents and councillors, we are immensely 
proud.
 
This year, the Residents Association has pulled together 
and made a difference with the work around the estate and 
community.
 
LITTER PICK
Recently one of the first events 
after lockdown was a litter 
pick held at Tin Man Park and 
hosted by two members of 
the RA -  Lorna, and Wendy. 
They gave their all and it was a fantastic turnout and very much 
appreciated by all who attended. Kevin Vickers representing 
WCC was there alongside Cllr Brian Hepburn answering any 
questions and showing
support.

Tin Man Park will hopefully be staging various events throughout 
the year and as part of this, the park itself will be getting an 
ongoing facelift, again with input from the RA.
 
We have been impressed with the way not just our community, 
but Woughton Community Council, MKC and Mears have played 
their part. Recently Mears agreed to refurbish the notice boards 
which we feel is incredibly good gesture, they have continued to 
do what they can during these challenging times.

VOLUNTEERS
Looking ahead we are sure the RA will do things to help improve 
our community but to do so we need all beanies to play their 
part. We need volunteers to do various tasks.  We need new 
committee members who want to help their RA. We rely on 
many organisations to help us like Woughton Community 
Council, MKC and Mears. They all have done a great job and
adapted where need be.

As your councillors, we cannot get the things done without you 
firstly reporting issues, so please do so get in touch give us the 
concerns and we will endeavour to do our best to rectify these. 
In the coming months the Beanhill councillors will be doing 
drop-in surgeries, which will be advertised on Facebook pages 
and public notice boards, so please drop in for
a chat.

STAR COUNCIL
Woughton Community Council were 
winners of the ‘Council of the Year’ at 
the Star Council Awards and have held 
this title for the past couple of years. For 
those that do not know this is a result of being voted 
best council within England (of which there are 10,000) and 
it’s an honour. This was done because they had proven their 
commitment to their residents and made every effort to help 
improve our living environments and continue to do so.
 
THANK YOU
But we ask you all to help, help with volunteering some time for 
the better of the estate, help show that we are all proud of our  
community. Help by attending events showing the commitment 
we all have on our estate. And lastly, we would like to thank 
you all for your help throughout the past year its very much 
appreciated.

Beanhil l  Update
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Woughton is lucky to have loads of parks and green spaces 
within the parish. From large sports pitches to quiet spots 
under the shade of trees, there is usually somewhere close by 
where you can enjoy some nature, some sunshine (if you’re 
lucky) and some leisure time. 

Sadly, not everyone looks after the spaces – we get regular 
reports of broken glass, litter, needles, and vandalism. We see 
residents making a MASSIVE effort (see the Beanhill Litter Pick), 
only to have their work undone by lazy, selfish, ignorance.

So how can we all work together to try and make sure that 
our parks, our play equipment, and our green open spaces are 
safe, secure and suitable for all?

1. Take your litter home with you. If there isn’t a bin, or if 
the bin is full, take your litter home. Whatever you came with, 
you can take away – no excuses, no ‘but there should be more 
bins’, no ‘but everybody else does it’ – it’s your rubbish, you’re 
responsible so manage it. 

2. If there are concerns, please do report them (see the 
numbers below). We and our partner agencies can only get 
things sorted if we know about them. Whilst we try and make 
sure we visit everywhere regularly, if you see a problem, give us a 
shout and we can usually get it sorted pretty quickly.  

3. Please be considerate of others who are using the space – 
the parks are there for everyone, but sometimes there are times 
when different groups want different things. If there are children 
using the park, please don’t smoke and swear and make it unsafe 
for them. Similarly, if there are people playing football on a field, 
maybe somewhere else would be better for a picnic! There are 
loads of spaces to use – play nicely. 

4. If you wouldn’t want someone doing it in your garden, 
don’t do it in the parks – no nipping for a quick wee, no 
barbeques (except in designated areas), no loud parties or 
drunkenness – the parks often back onto residential properties, 
so please be considerate. 

The green spaces are managed by different organisations – some 
by us, here at Woughton Community Council, some by Milton 
Keynes Council and some by The Parks Trust. We would always 
advise that you contact MK Council first (it is mostly them), but 
we are always happy to advise and have access to the maps that 
show who owns what. 

Remember – these are your spaces in your neighbourhoods. 
Please look after them and let us know if we can help.

https://www.theparkstrust.com/ - 01908 233600
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/leisure-tourism-and-culture/parks-
and-open-spaces - 01908 691691
www.woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk – 01908 395681

Parks & Green Spaces

Hello residents of 
Woughton, especially 
Leadenhall 

I am very pleased to represent you as your Community 
Councillor once again. Having lived on Leadenhall since July 
2002 and speaking to many of you, I understand the main 
issues that affect our estate. 

We do have a Residents Association with a 
Facebook group, please, join us, the more the 
merrier and there is strength in numbers. 

The reason I set the Residents Association 
up was to gel our fragmented estate together, which is made 
more difficult by us not having a primary school or shop, 
places where friendships are often formed, I ask you to help 
me achieve my goal, by joining our group and becoming 
involved in sharing your ideas of ways we can meet, may be a 
picnic on the green with games for adults and children, more 
litter picks, coach outing or hire a hall for a fun afternoon or 
evening.

Traffic and parking, as in most areas, is a huge problem 
made worse for us due to having three large educational 
establishments, Milton Keynes highways is going to be 
approached to carry out a traffic survey, probably not 
until September when all establishments are running at full 
capacity, and seek to find some way of reducing the volume 
of traffic, whether by staggering school times, traffic lights,  
one way system or if you have ideas that can be used, please 
contact us. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Councillor Yvonne Tomlinson
Yvonne.Tomlinson@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 



COMMUN ITY
engagement

Do you want to make changes on your estate? Want to 
contribute to making your community better, but you don’t 

know where to go to help? Well, look no further

RESIDENT ASSOCIATIONS
Most of our estates have Resident Associations on them.  
Beanhill, Coffee Hall, Eaglestone, Leadenhall, Netherfield and 
Tinkers Bridge.  Peartree Bridge had an Association up until 
recently but struggled to get members.  Redmoor and Bleak Hall 
are Industrial estates.  We support our Associations by providing 
free hire of a community centre if there is one on the estate or 
we pay for hire locally for monthly meetings and provide £500 
annually for running costs.

On the next level, all of our estates have Parish Councillors 
representing residents, how many depends on the size of the 
estate.

PARISH COUNCILLOR
A Parish Councillor means being part of the first tier of Local 
Government, sitting under Milton Keynes Council. You have 
(more than likely) been elected to represent your ward in 
meetings, participating in the decision making for the Parish as a 
whole.

We consult with residents as a parish on how to prioritise 
spending of the precept, which is the parish part of the council 
tax, on projects in the wards.  We at Woughton Community 
Council then put these in to a service plan that officers will help 
us to achieve.

We have Councillors that do things very differently.  Some 
work quietly in their communities, helping residents cope with 
day-to-day problems and referring if they need further help.  
Some are more publicly engaged but how you do it is entirely 
up to the individual.  Residents get involved in this level of 
government through various ways, working in / with resident 
Associations, some through working with Milton Keynes Council 
or by hearing about being a Councillor, but whatever way we 
would love to see more.  This Council has until 2023 before going 
up for election again, unless we have a casual vacancy through 
someone standing down beforehand.

As a Councillor, you will get IT support and training, along with 
other training available to assist you on committees, like finance 
training or mental health awareness or any other that will help 
you in your personal development.  Working up into higher 
positions in the council, Vice chair/chair of committees, working 
groups or representing the council on outside bodies.
You will be summoned to meetings and legally have to attend 1 
every 6 months but here at Woughton we think that morally you 
signed up to represent your estate and residents expect more 
than that.

I do hope that this has informed and assisted in some way and 
would love to see you getting involved in making Woughton 
better.

If you still feel that you would like to become involved 
in your community, either through Resident Association 
or Parish Council then please do not hesitate to contact 
chair of your Resident Association on your estate or 
Steve McNay, Council Manager regarding parish Council 
involvement either as a Councillor or as a volunteer.

- Leadenhall  1   
- Tinker’s Bridge  1
- Peartree Bridge  2
- Eaglestone  4

- Beanhill  3 (also looks after Redmoor)

- Coffee Hall  4 (also looks after Bleak Hall)

- Netherfield  4
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Many of you will know about electric scooters, or ‘e-scooters’ 
that have become part of our world over the past few years. 
Any privately owned e-scooter cannot be ridden on public 
land (roads, paths, redways) and so use remains illegal. 

HOWEVER…
Here in Milton Keynes, there are currently a few ‘pilot’ schemes 
running, to see whether e-scooters should be part of the future 
of transport, what the challenges are and how things might work. 
Here in MK, there are three companies that are part of the trial:
Lime, Spin and Ginger. In total, there are around 900 scooters for 
use, and the companies all have a similar set up, with similar rules 
that govern use:

There are areas that are protected by ‘geo fencing’ – this is 
where the scooter tells the system where it is at all times and 
when it approaches a place which is restricted, the scooter 
either stops, goes really slowly or the rider is unable to proceed 
any further and has to turn around. 

Some problems that people have noted are that sometimes 
the rules aren’t being followed and sometimes the scooters are 
left in unsafe places once the ride has finished. Riding too fast, 
scooters being ridden by people under 18, no helmets being used 
all cause concerns and the fact that scooters are left wherever, 
even if this is blocking a path, is also cause for concern. 

As with many new things, it is going to take a while for the full 
impact of the new scooters to be fully understood – there are 
often teething problems that need some changes to be made. 
This might include stronger checks on licences and ages, limits 
to where you can leave scooters and better use of the ‘geo-
fencing’, to protect areas where dangers are more likely, for 
example around schools, shops, residential homes, etc. 

We have spoken to Thames Valley Police about this issue and 
they have taken action against some unlawful use and will 
continue to keep an eye on things. But you can also help by 
reporting to the companies where there are issues – this way, 
they can also take steps to keep everyone safe. They have 
records of each scooter, where it is, where it has been and which 

E-scooters – 
what’s the deal? 

account is using it, so if there are problems, please do get in 
touch with the companies (details below). 

The scooters have contact details on them for you to contact 
the specific operator. Reporting can also be made by the 
operator’s websites, and the local contact details are;

Lime  
Email: support@li.me
Tel: +44 800 808 5223
https://www.li.me/en-us/home

Spin
https://spinpm.wpengine.com/

Ginger
https://www.ginger.town/

Standards have been set for the operators to deal with 
scooters that are not parked correctly or left for long periods 
without use. Typically, they are required to respond between 2 – 
4 hours of an incident of scooters blocking routes.

Speed restricted, with the possibility of switching off or 
restricting speed further in set areas,

Agreement that during the trial, these scooters can 
be used on redways but NOT on pavements and can 
otherwise be ridden anywhere a bicycle can be ridden 
(although possibly restricted on grid roads),

Over 18 with a driving licence (full or provisional),

Helmets are not a legal requirement but are
 encouraged. 
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Woughton Community Council have implemented a dog bin renewal  
scheme, with the aid of donations from residents for our wonderful 
biodegradable dog poo bags.

Most of our dog bins have been doing good service for 12 or more 
years and it’s now time for a change. As each bin costs around £300 to 
replace – and we have 39 in the parish – this will be a gradual process. 
Those that can be ‘refreshed’ for the time being will be, whilst the 
most badly damaged or that need relocating, will be replaced.

Although there is some budget allocated for bins, the majority of 
this is for the emptying of the bins on a weekly basis by a specialist 
contractor. So the donations for bags will help speed up the renewal 
process.
Our bins are emptied weekly – usually Mondays, and there is a four 
weekly cycle of bin bag colours so you can check whether a bin has 
been missed. Please phone the office if you think one has been missed.

The bins of change

– there will be notices on the 
old sites explaining where
the bin has been 
moved to.

Your garden dog poo 
should be double 
bagged and put in 
your black sack.

Two new bins have been 
       installed already

Men in Sheds started in 2017, working on one day a week. 

After working from the Woughton Council offices for a while, we were offered 
premises in a on Barnfield Drive on Netherfield – this was a rundown ‘depot’ that 
needed a lot of work doing to make it suitable.

We put an extension in place, updated the electrics with working sockets and 
lighting. We created work areas like a cutting room and preparing room, kitchen, 
toilet area and equipment that we were lacking.

After a lot of hard work, we were able to help vulnerable, disabled and any member 
to volunteer to learn new woodworking skills and safely use tools. This helps people 
get back into the community and maybe back into work.

We train our volunteers in a safe, friendly atmosphere and provide safety 
equipment and training. We are a non-profit organisation – 
all funds raised go back into the group to update tools,
buy materials, and reach more people. 

Many thanks 
Men in Sheds team 

Men in Sheds

Anyone wishing to join please feel free to pop into see us - 
Monday to Thursday from 10 till 4 pm 

At the Tinkers Bridge end of Barnfield Drive, Netherfield
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The Youth Team are excited at the potential of some sunshine and 
the chance to catch up with our young residents this summer     

We have created a programme so we are outside whenever possible and 
so young people can sign up to book sessions that best meet individual     

preferences this year. All possible safety protocols have been put in place.  
Junior sessions will be delivered as Play Ranger sessions this half term. 

 

 
 

[Y]OUR YOUTH SERVICE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mondays                                        
Jed Adderley Park                                                                           

Netherfield            
5.00-6.00pm                                                                                            

Tuesdays                              
Tin Man Park. 

Beanhill.  
3.15-4.15pm 

 

Thursdays 
Flag Pole Green.    

Eaglestone 
3.15-4.15pm 

   +  JUNIORS 

        SENIORS  Youth Club  @ Netherfield Meeꢀng Place. Mondays 6-7pm  
    with football on the courts in partnership with APA. 

 We are also hoping to bring an all girls football session to  
Eaglestone courts soon. Call Gemma for more informaꢀon 

Parꢀcipants are asked to fill out a registraꢀon form the first ꢀme they aꢁend projects so 
we have emergency contact details in the unlikely event we should need them.                                                 

www.woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

As part of our Wellbeing Wednesdays, why not come along to our 

For more informaꢀon please contact Tash or Gemma on 01908 392945/ 07983 590546 or 
email us @ gemma.simmons@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk   
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  Please contact; Tash Darling t: 01908 392945/ 07853 590546  
           e: tash.darling@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk  

               
 
 
                
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                       
   
 

[Y]OUR YOUTH SERVICE 

 

During the Easter holidays Play Rangers joined up with The Parks 
Trust and our young residents entered the Stop Liꢀer poster       
compeꢁꢁon. We had some brilliant entries. 

Our designated Youth Centre No95 is now open and running  
Arts Awards, SEND, Young Parents & support groups again 

No95 is fully operaꢁonal as a Young & Free C Card 
registraꢁon & collecꢁon point  

WCC is delighted to be                      
once again offering                           
safe spaces to our young 
LGBTQ+  community and 
are proud to be supporꢁng 
Milton Keynes PRIDE              
Fesꢁval again in 2021 

 Our FREE Dance classes are back face to face from June 26th  



e


