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Woughton Community Council

Cllr  Tina Al ison El-Shabrawy
1955  -  202 1

Thank you for ever ything

Tina was a respected, valued and popular member of the Woughton family. 
She worked tirelessly for the residents of Beanhill (her ward) and will be 

sorely missed by those residents and many of us across the parish.

See ya later Bub



Have you ever thought 
about becoming a 
councillor?

We have vacancies for 
councillors in Leadenhall 

and Beanhill at present due 
to be voted for in May.  

Have you ever 
complained 
about 
someone 
getting 
planning 
permission, 
or potholes, 
or anything 
that is in 
Woughton? 

We need committed, 
passionate people, to join 
our Council. Training will 
be given. Contact me for 

a zoom chat or even a 
phone chat to see what 
you what is expected of 
you and to see if its what 

you want to do.

Councillor S u e  S m i t h

As you read this, hopefully the 
children will be back in their 
classrooms with their friends, 
the older members of our 
community will have had at least 
their first vaccine and spring is in 
the air. We can see the light. At 
the Community Council, we are 
looking for things for you to do or 
attend safely, later in the year and 

for getting estates connected again.

I know how hard this lockdown has been for many of you, living 
alone with my dogs for company has been difficult, especially 
dealing with a health scare, but keeping in contact with other 
councillors, friends, and family through zoom etc has been 
a lifeline. Its amazing how many older residents have taken up 
the challenge and are now using these 21st century ways of 
communication to keep in contact with loved ones.

Please remember that we have our Community Fridge that saves 
food going into landfill, but can also help families out, either on 
furlough or been made redundant or families that are just about 
managing but with a little help from the fridge, makes it that little 
easier.  Also remember our Advice services are still at the end of 
the phone, and will help with benefits advice, housing, help with 
CV writing, if we can’t help, we can sign post you to someone 
who can.

Woughton Community Council realises that especially during the 
Pandemic, that fly tipping has become a huge issue and we will 
work with Milton Keynes Council to try to find ways of dealing 
with this in the long term.

We have just been sent information through 
that green bin collections will restart mid-
March, so another step back to normality.

That’s me for now, hope to see you later on 
when things start opening up and later on at 
events once, they have started safely. 
Take care.

Sue
WOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

words from the chair
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MKYCAB is a group of 11-18 year olds that represent 
the voice of young people in MK. 

We do this through various campaigns which young 
people vote for. This year one of our 3 campaigns 
that we worked on was Climate Change. Previously 
we created a video that illustrated the impact of our 
daily actions on the climate. We asked people to make 
a pledge to be greener. As part of our pledge and our 
last activity on this campaign, we wanted to plant trees 
and make a positive contribution to our community 
on behalf of young people. We did this in association 
with Community Trees MK who arranged to work with 
Woughton Community Council so we could plant them 
on Coffee Hall. The UK only has 50.3% of its natural 
biodiversity left - putting us in the bottom 10% of 
countries globally. Our hope is that the trees we planted 
will make MK a greener place.

So, on Saturday 5th December MKYCAB members created ‘Rochfords 
Orchard’! In total 148 trees were planted. Guelder rose, field maple, 
hazelnut trees, apple trees, and damsons were the species planted. We 
spent two hours planting most of the trees, it was hard work but lots of 
fun. The trees will absorb 30kg of Carbon every year! It will also provide 
the community with delicious free apples to pick when ready! 

We hope that future generations will see them grow and flourish 
including our own children and grandchildren.

MKYCAB Climate Change Action Group

Play Ranger sessions are completely free and run on an open 
access basis, so children are free to come and go as they 
please.  Children under 8 years are required to be supervised 
by an adult or older sibling. Some acꢀviꢀes may result in  
children geꢁng wet or dirty, so they are advised to wear ap-

propriate clothing. Parꢀcipants are asked to fill out a registraꢀon form the first ꢀme they 
aꢂend so we have emergency contact details in the unlikely event we should need them.                                       

For more informaꢀon please contact Tash or Gemma on 01908 392945/ 07983 590546 or 
email us @ gemma.simmons@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk  

www.woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

The Youth Team have really missed our young residents, 
but we are ready for when we can meet up again!  

 
We have adapted times and all centre bookings and                                      

created a new programme which young people can sign up to by                  
booking sessions that best meet individual preferences.   

In the Easter Holidays, we delivered Play Ranger  
sessions across the parish, working hard to ensure all  

safety protocols were managed, whilst still having fun together 
 

These sessions worked really well and showed that we will be able to conꢀnue with Play 
Rangers over the summer holidays, alongside the rest of our acꢀviꢀes 

that we will be opening  as the rules allow.  
Thank you for your paꢀence. 

[Y]OUR YOUTH SERVICE 

  Please contact; Tash Darling t: 01908 392945/ 07853 590546  
           e: tash.darling@woughtoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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We have heard about lots of people being ‘scammed’ by people 
knocking on doors, sending text messages or emails, being 
contacted through social media or being phoned. These are 
often very convincing, with the right logos, looking like they 
are official and causing worry and anxiety for many people. 
With everything from your car not being taxed, your National 
Insurance number being cloned, new payments on your bank, 
even those ‘giveaways’ on social media - these are all ways that 
scammers can get your details and then use them to empty 
your bank accounts, or worse, steal you identity. And on the 
phone, this can be even worse, as the pressure that can be 
put on people is horrible, with threats of courts and fines and 
prison. 

Most people manage to see what is happening and stop before 
anything bad happens, but some, especially those who are more 
vulnerable, can find themselves in difficulty. So we are sharing 
the information below for you, but also so you can share it with 
others and hopefully, we can keep each other safe. 

Be alert to the fact that scams exist. When dealing with 
uninvited contacts from people or businesses, whether it’s over 
the phone, by mail, email, in person or on a social networking site, 
always consider the possibility that the approach may be a scam. 
Remember, if it looks too good to be true, it probably is.

Know who you’re dealing with. If you’ve only ever met 
someone online or are unsure of the legitimacy of a business, take 
some time to do a bit more research. Do a Google image search 
on photos or search the internet for others who may have had 
dealings with them. If a message or email comes from a friend and 
it seems unusual or out of character for them, contact your friend 
directly to check that it was really them that sent it.

Do not open suspicious texts, pop-up windows or click on 
links or attachments in emails – delete them: If unsure, verify 
the identity of the contact through an independent source such 
as a phone book or online search. Don’t use the contact details 
provided in the message sent to you.

Don’t respond to phone calls about your 
computer asking for remote access – hang up – even if they 
mention a well-known company such as BT or Amazon. Scammers 
will often ask you to turn on your computer to fix a problem or 
install a free upgrade, which is actually a virus which will give them 
your passwords and personal details.

Keep your personal details secure. Keep your mail 
safe and shred your bills and other important documents before 
throwing them out. Keep your passwords and pin numbers in a safe 
place. Be very careful about how much personal information you 
share on social media sites. Scammers can use your information 
and pictures to create a fake identity or to target you with a scam.

Keep your mobile devices and computers secure. 
Always use password protection, don’t share access with others 
(including remotely), update security software and back up 
content. Protect your WiFi network with a password and avoid 
using public computers or WiFi hotspots to access online banking 
or provide personal information.

Choose your passwords carefully. Choose passwords 
that would be difficult for others to guess and update them 
regularly. A strong password should include a mix of upper 
and lower case letters, numbers and symbols. Don’t use the 
same password for every account/profile, and don’t share your 
passwords with anyone.

Review your privacy and security settings on 
social media. If you use social networking sites, such as 
Facebook, be careful who you connect with and learn how to 
use your privacy and security settings to ensure you stay safe.  If 
you recognise suspicious behaviour, clicked on spam or have been 
scammed online, take steps to secure your account and be sure 
to report it.

Beware of any requests for your details or 
money. Never send money or give credit card details, online 
account details or copies of personal documents to anyone you 
don’t know or trust. Don’t agree to transfer money or goods for 
someone else: money laundering is a criminal offence.

Be wary of unusual payment requests. Scammers 
will often ask you to use an unusual payment method, including 
preloaded debit cards, gift cards, iTunes cards or virtual currency 
such as Bitcoin.

Be careful when shopping online. Beware of offers 
that seem too good to be true, and always use an online shopping 
service that you know and trust. Think twice before using virtual 
currencies (like Bitcoin) - they do not have the same protections 
as other transaction methods, which means you can’t get your 
money back once you send it.

scams
be aware, be safe, help others 

You can also print 
off and post the 
‘No Callers’ sign 
if you think this 
would be helpful -

it might not work for every 
occasion, but it might put some 
people off. 

MKYCAB Climate Change Action Group
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This land was originally allocated as allotment 
land by Milton Keynes Council.  We would like 
to design and build a community garden on this 
open space that we currently maintain as part of 
our Landscape contract.

The main purpose of the garden is to bring 
community groups together in an easily accessible 
space and be able to enjoy growing fruit or 
vegetables for their own or community use. 
The garden would provide growing areas for 
the community, and support WCC community 
projects, such as the Fridge, Café and improving the 
landscaping.  

Our wish list consists of raised beds, a portacabin/
Wooden cabin for classes and events, welfare 
facilities, open meeting area (gazebo), a polytunnel 
and a storage container for garden equipment.

We will divide growing areas into manageable 
sizes which will accommodate many groups with 
different needs.  The remainder of the site would 
predominately be for the growing of vegetables 
and fruit for supplying community food projects, 
and landscaping plants to go out into the parish. 

The community plots not contained in raised beds 
will be ploughed ready for groups to use and advice 
will be given on what to grow and when to plant.

All buildings on site use solar panels, and water 
collection systems for rainwater to be used on the 
gardens.  Also, compostable toilets will be installed.

Woughton Community Council is applying for 
grants to fund this project for the community.

There is a proposal 
for a community garden 
on land behind Rochfords 
on Coffee Hall 



May 2021

Local  Elect ions

Last year saw elections postponed and so this May, there are 
several seats and positions up for election within the parish, 
ward and for the Police and Crime Commissioner. 

In Woughton, both Leadenhall and Beanhill have elections for 
people to sit on Woughton Community Council. 

ALL estates will be voting on two Ward Councillors to sit on 
Milton Keynes Council and for the Thames Valley Police and 
Crime Commissioner. 

Things might be a bit different this time round, with advice being 
to bring a mask, a pen or pencil and only go to vote if you 
are feeling well. There have been over 11,000 new postal vote 
applications within the city (at time of writing) and we believe 
that there will be special rules for people who have to self-isolate.
You should receive a polling card, as usual (you don’t have to 
take this will you, but it helps!) and polling stations will be similar 
to usual, we think. Our Community Centres will all be open for 
polling, with one-way systems and safety measures in place. 
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Polling stations 
open at 7am 
and close at 
10pm on 6th 

May 2021. 

Snowmen, D a f fo ld i l s  a n d  V i r t u a l  C h at  R o o m

Eaglestone winter into spring
During January and February, when the cold winds blew, we had enough snow to enable children and adults to 
go outside and build snowmen.  This is one of the many snowmen I saw on Eaglestone which made me smile.  
Someone put in a lot of hard work on this one. 

After the snow, spring has finally started to arrive and with it the beginning of the daffodils, tulips and crocus.  Back in 
November/December time, Lorraine Essam and myself planted daffodils and tulips in Eaglestone Local Park, on Golden 
Drive and gave some daffodils and tulips bulbs to a resident who is planting an area near where they live.  Tulips were 
also planted by some of the street signs as well. I’m looking forward to seeing them all come up, and having some 
colour after a dreary and somewhat challenging winter. 

In these times, some residents have experienced loneliness and isolation.  I have 
enjoyed accessing the Virtual Chat Room every Thursday where I have met up with 
other residents from all the estates in the Woughton community. We have 
supported each other, had a laugh about anything and everything and 
put the world to rights during our chats. The Virtual Chat Room 
is open to everybody in the Woughton community.

Cllr Liz Simpkins

The people you vote in will represent you at Woughton 
Community Council and at Milton Keynes Council, as well as for 
the police force. They can make a massive difference for your 
estate, your parish, your ward and your city (and beyond), so use 
your vote and make sure you have a say. 



Budgets,  precepts and how 
we decide

Woughton Community Council 
is the council closest to the 
people – we are a ‘local’ council, 
like a parish or town council. 

Local councils are all very different and do different things – some 

are a bit like the ‘Vicar of Dibley’, with only a few councillors and 

maybe some allotments to look after. Others are much bigger and 

may provide lots of different services, like we do at Woughton. 

Others are massive with millions of pounds, buildings and land 

and who provide lots of the services that Milton Keynes Council 

covers here. 

We are one of the biggest local councils in Milton Keynes and 

provide a wide range of services. To do this, we can raise a 

‘precept’ – this is an amount that goes onto Council Tax to help 

fund the services we provide. Different councils have different 

levels, and the amount depends on the value of your house (your 

‘band’), the number of people living there and the amount of 

income you have. In Woughton, about half of our residents don’t 

pay full council tax and nearly all our houses are in the two lowest 

‘bands’ – Bands A and B. 

For households paying full council tax, the amount that comes to 

WCC is around £12 a month. The rest of the council tax bill is for 

Milton Keynes Council, Thames Valley Police and Fire and Rescue. 

A full breakdown usually comes with your council tax information 

from MK Council. 

Each year, WCC has to provide a budget which covers the coming 
year and estimates what will be needed for a further two years in 
advance (and sometimes, even longer). This includes all income and 
all spending – we try and be as accurate as we can be, but sometimes 
we don’t know all the ‘ins and outs’ in time. This year, we planned a 
budget but didn’t know whether we would be getting a grant from 
MKC, whether the funding for landscaping would be going up or 
what the impact of Covid 19 might be, so some estimates or guesses 
have to be made. On this occasion, we were cautious – we now 
know that we will be getting the grant, the landscape funding isn’t 
going up and we still don’t know what the outcome will be around 
Covid. We do know that without being able to rent our community 
centres for over a year, we have lost a significant amount of income. 

What we do is plan as best we can. We know pretty much what 
our services cost. We know pretty much what our bills will be 
(although not always). And we know, from our consultations, what 
our resident’s views are and what you value, what you want to see 
and what is less important. From this, we can prepare a work plan 
(this become the Annual Service Plan) and a budget draft based 
upon this. This then goes to our councillors for consideration and 
discussion, then to residents for their views and then, once all 
the information possible is in place, goes to Full Council for final 
agreement. 
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There are two parts of deciding the precept – how much does 
it cost to provide the services and run the council and how much 

01 How do we decide our 
budget?

02 And how does the precept 
get agreed?

Woughton Community Council 
is the council closest to the 
people – we are a ‘local’ council, 
like a parish or town council. 
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03 Woughton Community 
Council and all councillors 
work to try and make 
sure that we provide good 
services to residents. 

Our residents deserve 
to have a local council 

working for them

can we find from other places. For Woughton, just under half 
our money is from places other than the precept – grants, 
contracts, renting the community centres and things like that. 
The rest comes through the small part of council tax that 
Woughton gets.
 

To decide this, MK Council tells us what our ‘council tax base’ 
is – this is the amount of money that is expected and looks at 
how many people are living in Woughton, are there any new 
houses or have any houses been knocked down, how many 
people will pay council tax and how many will have a discount. 
All these things make a difference. This year, our council tax 
base went down, meaning that we would get less income than 
previously without any increase in our precept – our increase 
means that we have about the same amount of precept as this 
year.  

This year was especially difficult – we know that things are 
really tough for many people. We have seen this through 
the number of people needing food parcels during the first 
lockdown, through more people coming to the Community 
Fridge, more people accessing help with benefits and tax and 
furlough and all the other issues that Covid has brought. And 
this is one reason why council felt a small increase was needed 
– to protect the services that support people, especially those 
who are having a tough time. After much discussion, it was 
agreed that our bit of the precept would rise by around 17p per 
week for most people within the parish. 

We aim to ensure that we get ‘value for money’ in all our 
spending and are prudent where we can be. We also think that 
you, our residents, deserve to have a local council that works 
for you – we are a council that offers far more than others; a 
dedicated youth service, landscaping and environmental teams, 
the Community Fridge, Advice Services, mental health support 
– these are things that truly make a difference to people across 
the parish, as has been shown by the feedback from you. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/

r/woughtonfutures

We want to know your 
thoughts on what YOU think 

we should be doing – 
we have a ‘formal consultation’ every year, 

but most residents don’t take part, so we only 
have the views of the few. This year, we will be 
collecting your ideas throughout the year, so 
please do let us know what you value, what is 

important, what you would like to see us doing 
(and what you don’t care about!). We are your 

local council – let us know what you would 
like to see. 



10                   MYWOUGHTON gazette 



MYWOUGHTON gazette                      11



12                   MYWOUGHTON gazette 

Last year, Woughton Community Council created a new 
committee to look at all aspects of Planning, Licencing and 
Development (PLaD), as we knew that there were concerns 
that some decisions were being made that residents found 
hard to understand. Combined with the potential for new 
developments across the parish, the growth of the hospital 
and the proposal to increase the size of Milton Keynes over 
the coming years, having greater influence in this area would 
be essential. 

Since the PLaD Committee started, we have covered well over 
50 different applications, policies, and long terms plans. Some 
of these have involved other residents, others have been less 
controversial. The biggest issue was that of the 5G mast on 
Peartree Bridge, which saw dozens of objections lodged and an 
online meeting that was attended by many residents. We also 
spoke against the application at the MKC Development Control 
Committee, where we also saw several MKC Councillors object 
or abstain. 

There has also been a request from people for an easy read guide 
to how planning works in the parish. Whilst it is a very complex 
issue, the information below gives an overview of timescales, 
objections, ‘material considerations’ (the reasons you can object) 
and appeals. 

The PLaD Committee sits each month and meetings are streamed 
live to our Facebook site and residents are welcome to attend ‘in 
person’ to ask questions, make comments or contribute to the 
discussion. 

Timescales
Most planning applications, when submitted to Milton Keynes 
Council (the relevant planning authority), are then placed on 
the Planning Website, with notifications sent to those affected. 
This will be different, depending on the application; if it is near 
your home, you may receive a letter, see a notice placed upon 
a lamppost or other fixture nearby and all applications are 
published, usually in the MK Citizen or similar. 

As the local community council, we should receive notification 
for every application within the parish. 

Once published, there is a ‘consultation period’ – this is almost 
always 21 days. This can cause difficulties, as it is a short period 
when considering local councils and timing with committees. 
This means that sometimes, we have to discuss planning issues in 
other meetings, such as Full Council. Any responses received after 
the ‘statutory consultation date’ may not be considered – this 

date will be noted on the publicity. 

The consultation can also include other bodies, such as 
environmental teams, biodiversity officers, flood planners and so 
on, dependent on the nature of the application. For some areas of 
the parish, the Canal and Rivers Trust is also consulted (where the 
application impacts on the canal). 

If changes are made to the application, the consultation period 
can be extended further. 

The application is then decided in consideration with the 
consultation feedback, any issues that have been identified and 
a decision issued. 

Objecting to an application
There are very specific reasons why someone can object to a 
planning application – you don’t like it, or you think it will affect 
your house value or your view will be lost are NOT considered 
‘material’. This can feel unfair, so it is worth considering whether 
your objections fall into what IS considered ‘material’. These 
include (but are not limited to):

• Overlooking/loss of privacy
• Loss of light or overshadowing
• Parking
• Highway safety
• Traffic
• Noise
• Effect on listed building and conservation area
• Layout and density of building
• Design, appearance and materials
• Government policy
• Disabled persons’ access
• Proposals in the Development Plan
• Previous planning decisions (including appeal decisions)
• Nature conservation

So, although ‘I don’t like it’ might not be a suitable response, ‘the 
application uses materials and is of an appearance that is not in 
keeping with the surrounding area’ might be suitable. ‘Loss of 
view’ isn’t material, but ‘loss of light’ is. 

Many planning decisions are based upon whether they comply 
with various policies, including local and national. This includes 
the Woughton Neighbourhood Plan, Plan:MK and a range of what 
are called ‘supplementary planning documents’ (or SPD’s), that 
cover many different areas, from number of parking spaces to 
impact on biodiversity to number of affordable homes. There are 

Planning for your communit ies
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have been busy over the last 10 months. Even during 
‘lockdown’ they have been busy following up on reports 
regarding fly tipping, abandoned vehicles, dog fouling, 
litter and various other ‘anti-social’ activities. They get 
these reports from residents, environment officers and 
from their own observations.

In the Woughton Community Council area alone they have 
dealt with 250 issues by various means – the first thing that 
happens is a letter goes to the suspected offender inviting 
them to explain their actions. Of the cases in WCC area, 85 
have been dealt with in this way, via education, advice or 
guidance.

Of the reported 99 abandoned vehicles 
only 55 were actually abandoned – 44 of 
these were moved when officers asked the 
owners to do so and 11 were removed by 

Milton Keynes Council, 2 with Fixed Penalty Notices issued.

They have also issued 5 legal notices 
relating to waste crimes – e.g. breach of 
duty and care, littering or using incorrect 
bags/boxes – and 4 Fixed Penalty Notices 
for fly tipping.

There are two cases proceeding to prosecution in court – 
one for fly tipping following CCTV evidence and one is for 
an abandoned vehicle.

These figures only relate to ‘closed’ investigations – there 
are still 54 open investigations in the Woughton area alone.

To enable officers to ‘investigate’ issues, they have to get the 
reports and they have to have evidence of the suspected 
offender. To carry out an investigation also takes time as to 
get results they have to be thorough.

If you see anyone dumping rubbish and there is 
evidence or you are willing to give a statement – 

please report it – report it to MKC – report it to us! 

We need to stop this kind of behaviour in our 
neighbourhoods!

This happens in partnership with Woughton 
Community Council, where our officers support 

the education, evidence gathering, reporting, and 
supporting to enable this action to be taken. We are 

committed to a clean, tidy, waste free parish and 
would ask you all to help us to achieve this. 

also special rules for new developments within the city. 

Even if there are lots of objections and an application is turned 
down, there may be times where the person making the 
application decides to appeal against the decision. This is quite 
rare but can be even more complicated – appeals usually go 
to a central government body (under the Secretary of State) 
for a review. They can become very expensive and cause real 
difficulties within communities. Despite this, where it is felt that 
any application or development is so bad for the parish or area, 
Woughton Community Council can (and has) submitted further 
evidence and supported objections within an appeal. 

Our role
As mentioned, we have a Planning Committee (the PLaD) every 
month and publish details of all applications within the papers 
for this committee. We publish these papers at least a week in 
advance and share them on social media and our website. We will 
be looking to have a dedicated ‘Planning’ page in the new council 
year, that covers all aspects with links to useful documents. 

If you would like to speak at the committee, just drop us a line. If 
you have concerns about an application, then please let us know. 
And you can see ALL applications from across the city on the 
MKC Planning Portal, where you can also submit your comments. 

We hope this helps you to understand the situation with planning 
but do get in touch or check out some of the links below if there 
is anything else you want to know.

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building

https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services/
planning-permission

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/publications/1632-how-to-
respond-to-planning-applications/file

Milton Keynes Council 
Enforcement 

Officers
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Following the Priorities and Budget Consultation that took place over December 2020, residents made comments regarding the things 
that they would like to see happen. These included some suggestions for priority actions, some comments about the activities that are 
provided and some more general comments around the council and what we do. 

We have tried to respond to as many as possible below – some of these answers are in response to more than one resident, as some 
issues came up on a number of occasions (e.g. fly tipping, rats, community activities) and some comments have been edited due to space 
or accuracy. 

We would love to hear your views throughout the year and have created an online form where you can offer suggestions whenever 
you want to – we hope that this will mean more people can contribute and have a say in how we, YOUR council, can help support the 
communities of Woughton. 

Priori t ies Consultat ion Feedback

Are there other things 
that you would like 
to see Woughton 

Community Council 
provide or is there any 

feedback you would 
like to offer?

Community spirit is really important. Gives 
people pride in where they live and be kinder 
to each other and help out more.

We agree. It has been great to see just how 
much Woughton steps up when times are tough 
– during the first lockdown, groups sprang up all 
over the parish, offering help and support. We 
want to try and carry this on into the future 
and will be working to develop some 
estate-based activities and groups, alongside 
the whole parish events and activities that 
people have missed so much. 

The Santa parade was a great example of 
where community spirit was shining through 
and we have already started work to make 
sure every estate gets this in 2021. We hope that 
we will be able to get some events happening 
over the summer / autumn but are very much 
looking forward to 2022 as the year that 
everything gets back to ‘normal’.

Informal co-ordination - ensure people 
on different estates can link and learn 
from each other.

We hold regular Resident Association 
Forums, where the resident representatives 
from each estate have a chance to meet, 
discuss ideas and work together. These 
sessions have been held ‘online’ this year, 
but we hope to be back ‘face to face’ in 
2021. 

Some kind of group of really young children that could make visits to the and more mature minds 
to socialise with each other in many places. Maybe a group of 3-6 years olds that could go on ‘play 
dates’. I think it would be lovely because a lot of the older members of our community don’t get 
the chance to socialise with the younger generations and it teaches respect to younger members of 
the community.

This is a lovely idea and one that we will look at in the coming year. 

Proper plan to get rid of rats (this was mentioned several times) and better management of fly tipping. 

We are working with Milton Keynes Council to develop options for pest management – this includes rats, 
better waste management (which causes rats), work with households to address issues with storage and 
rubbish and trial some ‘whole terrace’ approaches to see if we can get rid and then keep rid of rats. 

Fly tipping is an issue across the city and here in Woughton, we know that there are some places which 
get constantly used as ‘dump sites’. This is a blight on our community and shows a total disregard for 
local people. Whilst we have seen some successes with people being prosecuted, we need stronger 
penalties and a more robust approach to waste from those with enforcement powers. Unfortunately, as 
a parish council, we are unable to provide enforcement officers but our Environment Team work closely 
with Milton Keynes Council to gather evidence for prosecutions, offer education and advice to residents 
and report any issues as they become aware of them. We will also be investigating to see if we can bring 
in enforcement specifically for Woughton.

More support for disabled people and 
those with long term conditions. Also, 
when it is safe to do so, support and 
advice for people needing to do disability 
benefits forms and advice and support 
with tribunals etc which I would be more 
and willing to help with. Also increase the 
disabled accessibility within the estates. 
Not enough drop kerbs or in the right 
place.

The Woughton Advice Service can help 
with disability forms (alongside a whole 
range of other issues) and we have 
continued to provide this throughout the 
pandemic, using online and phone. Anyone 
who is able to offer help would be very 
welcome indeed, especially once we are 
back too normal. 

Drop kerbs is an issue for Highways at 
Milton Keynes Council, but we are happy 
to collect a list of the areas where there 
are issues and push for urgent works where 
needed. 
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I do think pride needs to be brought back to Woughton as we 
are looking very tired.

Our Landscape and Environment Team, alongside resident 
associations and other community groups, are eager to see 
some of the ‘tired’ areas given some love. We have seen the 
difference it can make with the ‘Ashby’ project on Eaglestone, 
the community gardens on Netherfield and Beanhill, the 
fantastic environment team from Tinkers Bridge Residents 
Association – it shows what a change can come from a small 
group of committed people. 

Woughton is somewhere to be very proud of – we are the 
oldest part of the ‘New City’ and it is fair to say that some 
places are looking 50 years old (or even slightly more). But at 
the heart is a parish with some wonderful green spaces, some 
fantastic public art, fabulous communities and huge potential. 
We would welcome your ideas about what we could do to 
reinvigorate some areas and for some, with the ‘Estate Renewal’ 
still being discussed, there are opportunities for some real 
change to take place. 

As residents we have little power over 
our own homes/streets. The council went 
ahead with installing a communications 
mast despite a lot of opposition with 
concerns about health and house values. 
There sure was money to be made out of 
this at our cost and funding will still be 
cut. That’s disgusting.

This was a Milton Keynes Council decision 
– the mast is part of the 5G rollout and is 
placed on Milton Keynes Council Land. 

Woughton Community Council met with 
residents and supported their objections to 
this mast. And we can assure you, we didn’t 
make any money from this either!

We have included and article in this edition 
regarding planning issues, how to object 
and what you need to consider. It is a very 
complicated area and, where we can, we 
will support the views of our residents. But 
there are some areas where we have no 
control, such as the licencing of Houses 
of Multiple Occupation (HMO’s) – we 
are pushing for better management and 
licencing of these properties and hope this 
will have an impact. 

I’m slightly astonished you don’t have some savings that could be used to help balance your budget. I’m sure 
Woughton Community Council did have some money put by a few years ago in case the old offices needed 
major renovation.

Whilst Woughton does have some savings, the new offices DID need full renovation, so maybe not as much as was 
thought. During 2020, we have lost around £100,000 from community centre rentals and faced some additional 
costs with equipment, PPE and so on. Whilst we have some ‘savings’ (or reserves), they are below a ‘safe’ level, as 
suggested by our governing body and will reduce further with the losses from this year. 

We also have a reduction in 2021/2022 due to fewer people paying council tax – this led to a reduction in income 
of around £35,000 for the coming year, if we hadn’t increased the precept. The increase agreed is enough for us to 
stay at the same level as last year, despite increased costs. This is because of the efficiencies that we have made 
and will continue to try and find over the coming months and years. 

We need fairer distribution of services between estates. Peartree Bridge receives very little compared to other 
estates, so why should our costs be increased? Woughton Community Council wastes a huge amount on services 
not used or needed by our residents. We need regular estate inspections and action on problem houses and litter 
which have been neglected for 30 years.

We are sorry that you feel we waste money on our services that aren’t used by Peartree Bridge residents. 
Unfortunately, there are some challenges with providing everything on every estate, especially those estates which 
don’t have a community building. We did provide weekly sessions on Peartree Bridge over the summer this year, 
making use of the trailer (which was bought for this reason) and hope that we will be able to continue with this in 
the coming years. 

In terms of problem houses, there are options under anti-social behaviour rules where houses can be ‘shut down’ – 
this sits with Milton Keynes Council and Thames Valley Police, but we would be happy to work with you on this if you 
contact us. 

Litter is not covered by Woughton Community Council – again, this is part of your Milton Keynes Council, Council 
Tax. We did collect and remove around 25 sacks of rubbish from Peartree Bridge over the summer and would love to 
continue to support residents who feel strongly through regular litter picks and similar. 

Pensioners like me who are paying 
no Council tax should be required 
to pay a small amount. It is unfair to 
other payers that we pay nothing.

This is a national decision – if you 
feel that you would like to support 
your community, then we would 
encourage you to consider donations 
to a local charity. But thank you!  

Landscaping in Eaglestone needs improvement as it looks awful currently. Eaglestone Park needs to be maintained. 
The Park behind Hawkmoor Close in Eaglestone is in bad shape. We pay full council tax but the service we get 
against the money we pay is not fair. Please request that the Landscape Manager manages the Eaglestone Park 
properly. Weeds and grass are not cut along the pavement. Streets are not cleaned as it is expected to be.

We are sorry that you feel that the landscaping isn’t up to scratch. We have been working with the Residents 
Association on Eaglestone to try and highlight the areas that need work and, where we can, undertaking this. We will 
continue to make improvements and make changes where we can.  Please note that street cleaning doesn’t fall under 
the landscape contract – this is Milton Keynes Council’s responsibility. 

I would like some help in requesting 
the council to consider adding parking 
bays on the houses along Phoenix Drive 
in Leadenhall or widen the road. This 
will help alleviate the traffic system due 
to the traffic from three big academic 
institutions. The buses struggle to move 
along the bend towards the Sikh temple. 
All houses have more than one car so 
it’s hard to drive along this road without 
tucking in and out to give way.

This is an issue for Milton Keynes Council 
Highways Department, but we think 
that this is unlikely due to the huge costs 
of this type of work. We have explored 
getting more parking enforcement onto 
the parish to try and stop people parking 
inconsiderately / illegally and will continue 
to push for this. 

In landscaping, is there funds for more benches - some of us can’t walk 
very far.
This is certainly something that we can look at – we will talk to our 
Resident Associations about this and see if there are places that would 
benefit from an extra bench. Due to rules and regulations, we have to get 
permission from landowners (usually MKC) and sometimes have to use 
their contractors – watch this space. 

Better drainage

We continue to work with the Flood 
Resilience Forum to look at ways that 
flooding and drainage can be better 
across the parish. This has included 
work towards a Community Flood Plan, 
discussions around practical elements 
that will help reduce flooding and flood 
damage and we continue to work with 
Milton Keynes Council to address the 
areas that flood regularly. Please do 
keep reporting and raising issues. 

We really value your feedback and this year, we are encouraging you 
to send it whenever you would like – we will collect all responses so 
that we can plan for the coming years. You can provide your ideas 
and views at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/woughtonfutures.
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