Woughton Community Council

Full Council
26™ May 2026
MINUTES

Present: Clirs Sue Smith (Chair), Deanna Norris (Vice-Chair), Tony Coughlan, Penny
Glasgow, Charlie Marsh, Ruth McMillan, Stacey Munkley, D’Anne Mordecai, Alan
Williamson

Also present:

Steve McNay (Council Manager)

Marta Sobis (Responsible Finance Officer)

Tash Darling (Youth and Community Manager)

Mable Kong-Rawlinson (Business Services Manager / Deputy Clerk)

FC 25/26 Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were received from: April Rennie, Nick Scott, Liz Simpkins, Lorna Webb,
Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Michael Holland and Luke Louis.

Clir Bobey has a standing apology (due for review).

RESOLVED - noted

FC 26/26 Declaration of interests:

Under the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012, made
under s30 (3) of the Localism Act, members must declare any disclosable pecuniary
interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting, and
any additional interests not previously declared.

No declarations were made
RESOLVED - noted

FC 27/26 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting:
To receive and approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on:
- Tuesday 5" May 2026 (Annual Meeting)
These were proposed as a full and accurate record by Clir Smith, seconded by Clir
Glasgow and RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 28/26 Chair's Announcement(s)

The Chair noted that the Wheelie Big Picnic Is taking place on the 27t June, 12 — 4pm.
Annual Meeting of the Parish is on Wednesday 27" May on Netherfield Meeting Place
courts

Bingo on Saturday at Coffee Hall Meeting Place — 7pm for 7.30pm ‘eyes down’.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 29/26 Questions from the public:

To allow questions and comments from the public (maximum of 15 minutes in total).
No questions were submitted

RESOLVED - noted




FC 30/26 2-minute Estate updates from councillors
To give an opportunity to all councillors to provide a brief update on activities and issues
from the estates they represent.

Beanhill: Thanks were offered for all who attended the table top sale. Fly tipping continues
to be an issue (with a query that it is coming from another estate), parking at school times
had led to near misses, Tin Man Park — MKCC have undertaken works and moved things
around, rubble left on the surface at the basketball court, drug paraphernalia behind the Tin
Man Park, 3 vehicle break ins have happened, property surveys have been happening, with
double calls and unfinished works needing repeat visits, Clir Williamson has met with TVP
to raise some issues.

Coffee Hall: Casework around fly tipping. Glass in new park — regular issue. 7RE MKCC not
taking batteries?

Eaglestone: Query around reporting to MKCC and whether things are being noted by them,
as resident are reporting and then no record on the system. Issues with Haras fencing at
the Griffin being smashed up — Council Manager to follow up with MKCC.

Leadenhall: Work due to start on the Padel tennis courts in July.

Netherfield: Met with new ASB officer — trying to address issues at shops, including tickets,
etc. ASB increased over the recent days (due to good weather?). Lots of building works,
thought to be HMO’s (Council Manager to send through a list of licenced HMO’s). Back
fence issue with overgrown vegetation (passed to landscaping). Bingo on Friday at 7pm.

Peartree Bridge: Drains to rear of Waterside now completed. Underpass issue remains
unpainted — will report again.

Tinkers Bridge: Dog fouling on Colne a major issue. Potentially a known perpetrator. High
no of stray cats. Rubbish in alleys increasing (behind and between houses).

FC 31/26 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies:
a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Clir Maggie Ferguson

b) MKALC - Clirs McMillan, Rennie & Smith
c) Parishes Forum - Clirs McMillan & Smith
d) Sustainable MK - Cllrs Ferguson and Rennie

RESOLVED - nothing reported

FC 32/26 To note the minutes from the following Committees:
a) Planning, Licensing and Development 7! April 2026
b) Operations and Resources 13t April 2026
RESOLVED - noted

FC 33/26 To confirm appointments to the committees
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Due to absences at the Annual Meeting, to ensure that all councillors have been nominated
and assigned to the correct committees

Proposal:

That councillors Maggie Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Stacey Munkley and Lorna Webb are
proposed for membership of the Services Committee

Proposed by: Clir Munkley. Seconded by: Clir Smith

RESOLVED - by way of unanimous vote.

FC 34/26 To agree and ratify the updates to the Safeguarding Policy

The Youth and Community Manager spoke to the paper, explaining the legislative changes
that have led to the changes — some terminology changes, updated links, and some
changes to the hire agreements for long term bookers / groups using our centres.
Councillors commented that they liked the ‘tracked changes’ and notes approach and
offered thanks for the work undertaken on this.

Proposal:

That the committee notes the report, agrees to adopt the updated policy and instructs the
Business Services Manager to update the records and website accordingly.

Proposed by Clir Smith. Seconded by Clir Coughlan

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 35/26 To review the Service Plan and agreed to a final version to be presented at
the June Full Council meeting

Following ongoing discussions, the council reviewed the current Service Plan proposal, and
agreed to offer any amendments and agree to ratify at the June meeting.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 36/26 To present the internal auditors report

The RFO spoke to the report and the ‘clean’ nature of said report, with nothing noted as an
issue.

Proposal:

That council confirms that it has received the presented Internal Audit report.

Proposed by: Clir Smith. Seconded by: Clir Norris

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 37/26 To agree the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), along
with the Exercise of Public Rights paperwork
With the year end now complete and the relevant internal audits undertaken, Council
considered the paperwork for the formal submission of the AGAR and publication of the
Exercise of Public Rights notices
Proposal:
e That council agrees to the submission of the AGAR and relevant additional papers.
e That council agrees to the notice of public rights and publication of unaudited annual
governance & accountability return being placed on the website / notice boards
between 3 June and 14 July 2026
Proposed by: Clir Smith. Seconded by: Clir Glasgow.
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 38/26 To review Councillor Allowances, following the publication of the MKCC
Independent Renumeration Panel report
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The Council Manager spoke to the papers, including the policy from MKCC and the updated
report relating to parished payments, with a view to agreeing a level of councillor
allowances.

Following the updated information from MKCC, including an increase in basic levels and
changes to the ‘Quality Council’ regime, an update paper was presented with options.
Proposal:

That council will follow the guidance from the Independent Remuneration Panel, agreeing to
the uplift, but not to the ‘quality council’ element, as not currently at that level

Proposed by: Clir Smith. Seconded by: Clir Munkley

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

There was then discussion regarding the payment of double allowance to the Leader of the
Council, as this is not prescribed in law. Whilst this has been paid for many years, the
Council Manager requests a decision by council each year to clarify that this is something
that should continue, given this dichotomy.

Queries were raised regarding the reasoning for the Leader role, which were explained. It
was suggested that the Vice Chair could also take some of this role. It was also suggested
that this payment was brought in by a previous Leader and that the role has changed since
they were in post. It was suggested that as there is no legal basis for the payment, that this
should not continue to be paid

Proposal:

That due to the lack of legal basis for payment, that additional payments for the Leader role
should not be paid.

Proposed by: Clir Coughlan. Seconded by: Clir Willamson.

RESOLVED by way of majority vote.

FC 39/26 To agree reporting and work plans for the coming year
As the new council year has started, discussion and clarification on the focus, including that
from the Service Plan, plus any specific work programmes, for the 2026/27 year, were
looked at. This included:

- Training

- Working Groups

- Policy development
It was agreed that Neighbourhood Plan, Incident Response and Green Working Group will
all report quarterly and that further training and work can take place on Wednesday eve-
nings.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 40/26 Events update
Following the paper that went to Services Committee, an updated version was provided to

ensure that ALL councillors are aware of and consider involvement in these events.
RESOLVED - noted

Date of next meeting:

Monday 22" June, to commence at 6.00pm. Held at Council Chambers, The Local Centre,
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes, MK6 SEG

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.10PM
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Chair Date
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