Crealing Connections, Supporling Communities

Woug hton Community C ouncil

Full Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28" May 2024, 6:30pm at the
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre,
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes

Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott (Vice-Chair), Eamonn Bobey,
Janette Bobey, Tony Coughlan, Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Michael
Holland, Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, Deanna Norris, Ruth McMillan, D’Anne
Mordecai, April Rennie, Liz Simpkins.

Also present:
Steve McNay (Council Manager)
Marta Sobis (Responsible Finance Officer)

FC 99/24 Apologies for Absence:

Apologies received from:

Donna Fuller

Penny Glasgow

Lorna Webb

Alan Williamson

Proposal

‘That these apologies are accepted by council’
Proposed by Cllr Smith. Seconded by Clir Mordecai.
RESOLVED - by way of majority vote.

FC 100/24 Declaration of interests:
There we no declarations of interest declared.
NOTED

FC 101/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting:
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate
record’:
e Annual Meeting - Monday 7" May 2024
e Annual Parish Meeting — Monday 7" May 2024
Proposed by Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir McMillan.
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 102/24 Chair’'s Announcement(s)

- MKALC meeting that was planned for tomorrow (Wednesday 29" May) has
been cancelled.

- There is a councillor training session planned for 121" June — ‘Meetings,
motions and debates — How to work with our Standing Orders’.

- D-Day event on 6" June — please get your tickets if you are wanting fish ‘n’
chip supper.

FC 103/24 Questions from the public:
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Clir Holland tabled the following questions on behalf of residents:

- Can recycling sacks be bought from MKCC? (Clir Smith will respond to Clir
Holland)

- What action are TVP taking around vehicle break ins that have increased on
Eaglestone recently? (Cllr Smith to provide feedback)

- Can the dog waste bin behind Everglades be replaced as damaged and can
the online ‘dog bin map’ be updated? (Council Manager will liaise with the
Environment Team around this).

FC 104/24 Ward Matters arising:

Clir E Bobey requested that street cleansing on Netherfield be increased as it is
currently undertaken on a fortnightly basis and this is not considered sufficient.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 105/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:

Due to the period of increased sensitivity, due to the General Election, this item was
deferred until after the election.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 106/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors
Clir Rennie provided an update on Tinkers Bridge, covering TVP attendance re
street drinking, closure orders on a house and fires on the estate.

Clir Holland provided an update on Eaglestone, covering some safety fencing being
installed and some positive movement toward resolving an issue with a tree on
private land.

Clir Simpkins provided an update on the Harrier Court works, but with limited action
to this point having taken place. Further hold ups with tendering and no sign of any
newsletter update.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 107/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies:

a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson

b) MKALC - Cllr McMillan, ClIr Rennie & Cllr Smith
c) Parishes Forum - ClIr McMillan & Cllr Smith

There were no updates from any of the outside bodies for this meeting.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 108/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees:

a) Planning and Licensing - Monday 8™ April 2024

With the exception of CllIr Louis being noted as present when he wasn’t, these were
agreed

Proposed by Cllr Smith. Seconded by Clir E Bobey.

b) Operations & Resources - Monday 15" April 2024

Proposed by ClIr Smith. Seconded by ClIr Mordecai

c) Services and Communities - Monday 22" April 2024

Proposed by Clir Scott. Seconded by Clir Marsh.
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FC 109/24 To propose an initial increase in salary rates, following proposal
from the ‘green book’ employers.

As in previous years and to prevent unnecessary impact on employees (e.g. through
NI, student loans, benefits) through larger lump sums and following a formal offer
from the ‘Green Book’ employers, it was suggested that implementing this offer now,
with a view to any adjustments being made as / when changes occur would be
helpful.

Proposal

‘That council agrees to increase salary points in line with the above proposals (i.e.
£1290 per salary point), backdating to 1st April 2024 and will adjust any further
variance as and when agreed by the employers / unions negotiations’.

Proposed by Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir Norris.

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 110/24 To review the end of year budget report from financial year 2023/24
To report against the end of year budget, identifying areas of note and concern.

The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) spoke to the paper, explaining the areas
where additional expenditure happened / areas where savings were made. The
impact of the aging nature of the buildings was evident, with high repair costs and
very high utility bills.

The RFO was thanked for the clarity of the report.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 111/24 To present the updated Model Financial Regulations

The RFO introduce the new model financial regulations, prepared by NALC, with
early recommendations and encouragement to councillors to read through, consider
what they would like to see included (noting that some areas, defined as those in
BOLD type, are not changeable), with a view to further discussion at Operations,
prior to formal ratification at Full Council in June. This document will also lead to
changes in other policy — Standing Orders, procurement, etc.

Proposal

That council considers the new document, provides feedback to officers
around views and that Operations Committee reviews in depth, making
recommendations for ratification by Full Council at the meeting on 24" June’
Proposed by ClIr Smith  Seconded by Clir Coughlan.

RESOLVED by way of majority vote.

FC 112/24 To present the internal auditors report.

The RFO spoke about the report, which gave a clean bill of health, with no
recommendations. Council needs to confirm that they have received this report and
as such the following proposal was made.

Proposal

‘That council confirms that it has received the presented Internal Audit report’.
Proposed by Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir Mordecai.

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.
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FC113/24 To submit the Annual Governance and Accountability Review
(AGAR)

The RFO spoke about the Annual Return, including updated elements that are new
this year.

Proposal

‘That council agrees to the signing and submission of the AGAR, with any associated
papers or supporting documents and that the necessary actions are taken to ensure
publication of the relevant notices to ensure public rights to inspect are in line with
legislative requirements’.

Proposed by Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir Coughlan.

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC114/24 To ratify the Committee Terms of Reference

There was continuing discussion around the proposals to limit the number of
members within the committee structures that were suggested in the Terms of
Reference that were presented and deferred at the Annual Meeting.

Proposal

‘That the Planning, Licensing and Development Committee is agreed as presented,
with representatives from each estate, with ‘deputies’ where there are multi-member
wards’

Proposed by Cllr Smith. Seconded by Cllr Coughlan.

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

Views on the remaining committees were more diverse, with some feeling that any
restriction reduces the democratic mandate given via election, with others taking a
view that committees perform more effectively where smaller numbers are tasked
with the specific areas. This included discussion around limiting votes to two per
estate, where this was again seen by some as restricting views. The size of estates
was also discussed, with the larger estates with higher numbers of councillors having
a greater voice on committees if unrestricted.

Proposal

‘That councillors can sit on as many committees as they wish, with no restrictions on
numbers and that all members have a vote (excepting the Planning committee).’
Proposed by Cllr J Bobey. Seconded by Clir Scott.

RESOLVED by way of majority vote.

FC 115/24 To agree publication of The Gazette, with agreement for items for
inclusion.

Items for inclusion suggested were:

- Further information about flood resilience and the need for residents to have a
plan. This builds on the last edition which included a flood plan. It was
suggested that this could be a ‘centre spread’ that could be pulled out and
completed and that there was something on the front cover saying ‘There is
useful stuff in here so don’t just throw it away’.

- That each estate has a page for the councillors to provide information to.

RESOLVED - noted
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FC 116/24 To inform council of proposals to close the gap on Grafton Street
The Council Manager shared the map of the proposals, explaining that this came as
a result of collision data and was therefore a priority from a safety viewpoint.

Alternative proposals were made by the meeting:

- Speed limit reductions

- Cameras and ‘no u turns’ signage

- That there are many other areas where traffic management / calming would

be of benefit and a suggestion that these should also be addressed.

Proposal
That council supports the proposal, but also requests consideration of the other
areas of concern:

- Marlborough Street between Tinkers Bridge and Netherfield

- Saxon Street between Netherfield and Beanhill

- Chaffron Way between Leadenhall and Oldbrook

- Standing Way between Coffee Hall and Beanhill’
Proposed by Cllr Smith. Seconded by Clir Marsh.
RESOLVED by way of majority vote

Proposal

That alongside the above, that a request is also made for a reduction in the speed
limit on Grafton Street and other areas of the grid system around the parish’.
Proposed by Cllr Coughlan. Seconded by Councillor Mordecai

RESOLVED by way of majority vote.

Date of next meeting:
Monday 24" June 2024 @ 6.30pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC, The Council Hub.

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.42PM

Chair Date

Page 5 of 5



