Crealing Connections, Supporling Communities

Woug hton Communily C ouncil

Full Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23" September 2024, 6:00pm at the
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre,
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes

Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott (Vice Chair), Eamonn Bobey,
Janette Bobey, Tony Coughlan, Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Michael
Holland, Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, Ruth McMillan, D’Anne Mordecai, Deanna
Noris, April Rennie, and Liz Simpkins.

Also present:
Steve McNay (Council Manager)

FC 153/24 Apologies for Absence:

Apologies received from:

Clir Donna Fuller

Clir Lorna Webb

Clir Alan Williamson

Cllr Penny Glasgow

Proposal

‘That these apologies are accepted by council’
RESOLVED - all present in agreement.

FC 154/24 Declaration of interests:
There we no declarations of interest declared.
NOTED

FC 155/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting:
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate
record’:

e Monday 22" July 2024
Proposed by Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir Michael Ferguson.
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 156/24 Chair’'s Announcement(s)

- The Chair reminded all present that Apple Day was on Saturday 28®
September, at the Community Garden. This may move to the Hub, if the
heavy rain that has fallen continues, making ground unsuitable.

- Councillors training takes place on 9" October. The Chair reminded all
present that if training is booked, please attend. This includes both internal
and external training sessions.

- The Chair thanked everyone who took part in the flood support over the
course of the last couple of days.

FC 157/24 Questions from the public:
No questions were asked.
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FC 158/24 Ward Matters arising:

Clir E Bobey requested action be taken regarding the street drinking and begging at
the Netherfield Local Centre. Whils this has been an issue for many years, appears
to be getting worse.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 159/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:

- ClIr Smith reported that there has not been a Full Council meeting, due to the
sad passing of ClIr R Bradburn, the Leader of the Liberal Democrat group on
MKCC.

- Lots of ongoing casework, housing continues to be a large part of this.

- Met with the new MP to look at how to build closer working relationships.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 160/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors

Beanhill — drains are an issue, with considerable flooding issues. Will liaise with
highways.

Coffee Hall — some issues with assisted collections, resolved through ensuring
forms are fully completed.

Eaglestone — The hospital planned extension has not been agreed as part of the
new central government funding, so may not happen. This leaves some issues with
parking, as work had commenced on preparing for the new build, reducing the
amount of parking available. Council Manager to liaise with Joe Harrison at MK
Hospital. Issue are increasing, with reports of parking on central reservation on
Marlborough Street, with associated dangers.

Parking permits for the small cul-de-sac (8 residents) thought to be in place by
month end.

Leadenhall — no representative present.

Netherfield — Thanked everyone for the Festival — a really successful event. Sad to
see the vandalism on the newly refurbished Honey Pot sculpture. Clir Smith
congratulated NRA on another successful bingo evening.

Peartree Bridge — car park by Marina is now fully operational Flooding on Waterside
(road, not houses) and a tree down.

Tinkers Bridge — issues with drug dealing in parks, plus weapons being found by
children.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 161/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies:

a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson — has met over the weekend
and there is a proposal that the trust will support the Tinkers Bridge ‘Warm Rooms’
initiative.

b) MKALC - Cllr McMillan, Cllr Rennie & Cllr Smith — no update
c) Parishes Forum - ClIr McMillan & ClIr Smith — feedback about a
potential new geographic mapping system.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 162/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees:

a) Planning, Licensing and Development 15t July 2024 (Clir Smith / Clir Marsh)
b) Services and Communities 15™ July 2024 (ClIr Scott / ClIr Rennie)
RESOLVED - noted and agreed
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FC 163/24 Council Managers report

Council Manager spoke to the report and agreed to send round dates for
upcoming internal training sessions.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 164/24 To inform council of the AGAR outcome and restate prior figures
The Council Manager spoke to the paper, explaining that the AGAR had been
agreed by the external auditors (PKF Littlejohn) and one issue remains regarding
restating the figures from 2022/23, where the new pickup was bought but not placed
on the asset register. To resolve this, newly stated forms were provided and signed
by Cllr Smith as Chair.
Proposal:

e That the council notes the report and attached auditors report.

e That section 2 box 9 figures from AGAR for 2022/23 and 2023/24 are

restated, in line with the external auditors’ report.

Proposed by: Clir SmithSeconded by: Clir Maggie Ferguson
RESOLVED - by way of unanimous vote

FC 165/24 To propose change of banking provider

The Council Manager spoke to the paper from the RFO, proposing that to comply
with financial regulations and in response to concerns about the current banking
provider, that having investigated options, the council moves to Unity Trust bank.
They are specialists in local government and offer better interest rates. The charges
are lower and interest payments would be higher than currently, with a combined
saving of around £3,000 per annum.

Concerns regarding the current provider were also noted from councillors present.
Proposal:

That the committee approves the transition to Unity Trust bank and authorises RFO
to begin the process of closing existing accounts with Metro and Barclays and
opening new ones with Unity Trust

Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Clir Marsh

RESOLVED - by way of unanimous vote

The paper also suggested that a minimum of two (2) councillors, alongside the RFO

and Council Manager should be appointed as signatories. It was suggested that this

may be better with four (4) additional, agreed at Operations Committee.

Proposal:

That signatories are decided by the Operations Committee, delegated from Full
Council.

Proposed by: Clir Coughlan  Seconded by: Cllr Smith

RESOLVED - by way of unanimous vote

FC 166/24 To provide an update on progress with the community, health and
wellbeing project at No 99.

The Council Manager spoke to the paper, detailing work undertaken to this point and
the building improvements planned. This is being funded through Mears Foundation,
at no cost to WCC. They also detailed proposals for initial groups to run from the
centre and some funding issues.
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PROPOSAL:

‘That council agrees to the overarching ‘community, health and wellbeing’
approach and tasks the Council Manager and other officers with continuing to
develop the project plan, partnerships and funding approaches’.

Proposed by: Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir Rennie

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 167/24 To inform council of a Housing Allocations consultation from Milton
Keynes City Council
Council Manager provided details of the consultation and questioned whether the
Planning Committee should be tasked with providing a WCC response to the
proposals.
Concerns were raised about online issues, including planning portal access,
consultation only being online, lack of access to non-council tenants, use of
language and engagement with a wider audience.
Proposal:
‘That the Council Manager writes to the consultation holders asking for:

- More accessible language

- More accessible formats

- Wider engagement of harder to hear voices
With a view to ensuring that everyone is able to contribute to the consultation
more effectively.’
Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Clir Rennie
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

Proposal

‘That the Planning, Licensing and Development Committee is delegated to
formulate a council response to the consultation’

Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Clir E Bobey

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 168/24 To provide initial budget planning documentation for consideration
The Council Manager provided an introduction to the Excel sheet prepared by the
RFO for budget planning, showing the boxes that could be adjusted to reflect
inflation and precept levels and the impact on finances over the coming three years.
Council formally requested that the minutes thank the RFO for this piece of
work which is considered to be extremely useful.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 169/24 To inform council of the proposed new NALC website and
encourage registration

The Council Manager reminded council that the new NALC website is due to be
launched on early October and that all councillors could have their own login,
providing access to the range of information and support available. This reflects the
level of funding that is provided to NALC and all were encouraged to register once
live.

RESOLVED - noted.
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FC 170/24 To propose minor changes to the Standing Orders to reflect new
Financial Regulations (via Operations Committee recommendation)
Following the changes to the Financial Regulations and to the levels set regarding
the procurement thresholds, minor changes were needed to Standing Orders, as
detailed in the paper.

Proposal

‘That the changes noted in the paper pack, namely the procurement thresholds
for goods and services, as noted in the information note from the Parkinson
Partnership, are made to the Standing Orders’

Proposed by: Clir Smith Seconded by ClIr Scott

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 171/24 To update council on the Annual Survey

The Council Manager informed council that the annual survey is now live and
encouraged as wider completion as possible. The survey is available through links
on social media, the website, posters and paper copies. See
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WCC2025)

RESOLVED - noted.

FC 172/24 To propose representations to Milton Keynes City Council regarding
a ‘local lettings’ policy for the new Cripps Lodge development

The Council Manager introduced the issue with a prepared paper, handing over to
Clir E Bobey, who spoke to the issue. At previous meetings with MKCC regarding
the Cripps Lodge development, informal agreement had been offered to prioritise
Woughton linked residents for these properties — a ‘local lettings’ approach. This has
previously been used within rural communities (e.g. Stoke Goldington) and CMK had
an approach where they prioritised certain community members for specific housing.
Proposal:

‘That the Council Manager approaches MKCC regarding the implementation of
a local lettings approach for the Cripps Lodge development, with a view to
wider implementation in the longer term. This should explain the reasoning
behind this approach, namely the importance of local connections, familial
support networks and community links’.

Proposed by: Clir E Bobey Seconded by: Cllr Smith

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

Date of next meeting:
Monday 28™ October 2024, commencing at 6.00pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC,
The Council Hub.

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.15PM

Chair Date
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