Crealing Connections, Supporling Communities

Woug hton Communily C ouncil

Full Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24" March 2025, 6:00pm at the
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre,
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes

Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott (Vice-Chair), Eamonn Bobey, Tony
Coughlan, Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Penny Glasgow, Michael Holland,
Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, Deanna Norris, Ruth McMillan, D’Anne Mordecai, Stacey
Munkley, April Rennie, Liz Simpkins, Lorna Webb and Alan Williamson.

Also present:
Steve McNay (Council Manager)
Four (4) members of the public

FC 256/24 Apologies for Absence:
No apologies received.
NOTED

FC 257/24 Declaration of interests:
There we no declarations of interest declared.
NOTED

FC 258/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting:
PROPOSAL
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate
record’:

e Monday 24" February 2025
Proposed by Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir Michael Ferguson
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 259/24 Chair’'s Announcement(s)

- The chair shared details of upcoming events, including VE Day.

- The Chair reminded all present that the clocks go forward this weekend

- The Chair thanked everyone involved with the recent jumble sale which raised
£203 for the community shop, as well as providing all leftovers for the shop.

- The Chair offered councillors an opportunity to explore becoming a chair or
vice chair on Monday evening (as no formal meeting).

- The Chair informed the meeting that Emily Darlington MP will be holding a
surgery this weekend, but that it is only open to some residents who must
book in advance.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 260/24 Questions from the public:

A resident of Coffee Hall spoke about the issue of rats, expressing concerns about
the impact of rubbish filled gardens. A number of suggestions were made by others
present, including setting traps, rubbing ‘Vicks VapoRub’ on the gardens, installing
owl boxes (as owls eat rats) and another member of the public suggested contacting
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Environmental Health. Other present felt that it was unlikely that Environmental
Health would be a positive experience.

It was also suggested that a ‘how to avoid rats’ page could be created on the WCC
website, to update in support people in reducing the chances of having a rodent
problem.

It was also suggested that the parish could write to neighbours encouraging them to
manage the rubbish in the gardens. The resident was encouraged to contact the
housing officer for further advice.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 261/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:

Clir Smith updated the meeting on the increasing pressures of the migration to
Universal Credit, with lots of people contacting ward councillors for help.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 262/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors

Beanhill — Issue with bands for one house around council tax levels.

Coffee Hall — Rat issue noted. Also feedback on the World Book Day event.
Eaglestone — Some positive news around public realm, with lampposts and parking
issues being addressed and landscape team making positive change. Clir Holland is
continuing with the consultation around parking (door to door). Drain at the pond
remains blocked.

Some concerns expressed from Everglades residents about lack of staffing and lack
of repairs.

Leadenhall — Litter remains an issue, with Cllr Glasgow planning on contacting the
Head Teachers of education providers to encourage action. Coach trip to
Shuttleworth is planned.

Netherfield — Street drinking and begging a real issue at the shops and is causing
distress. Request to write to shopping management to see if any action is possible /
expressing concerns.

SHDF workforce continue to provide challenges, with parking a particular issue, but
other blocking of pathways (storage of equipment, etc.) causing difficulties. There will
be an update on the SHDF work at Netherfield Chapel on Thursday 27" between
4pm — 7pm.

Concerns noted about the lack of tables at the meeting place — Council Manager will
investigate.

Peartree Bridge — Complaints about motorbikes.

Tinkers Bridge — SHDF going well — starting on the 5" street. Warm room also
going well. Lights on Marshworth are not working — been reported but suggestion
that Highways have suggested that no lighting is needed. Potholes also an issue.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 263/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies:
a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson — nothing noted.

b) MKALC - ClIr McMillan, Cllr Rennie & Cllr Smith — nothing
noted.
c) Parishes Forum - Cllr McMillan & ClIr Smith — Updates within the

agenda for this meeting (FC 266 — 268/24 incl)
RESOLVED - noted
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FC 264/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees:
a) Planning, Licensing and Development 3™ February 2025
b) Operations and Resources 10t February 2025
c) Services and Communities 17" February 2025
RESOLVED - noted

FC 265/24 Council Managers report

The Council Manager shared information about activities and spending since the last
meeting of Full Council.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 266/24 Scooters and electric bikes

Clirs McMillan and Smith spoke to the presentations, explaining the proposed
changes from the various rental companies and plans for a more robust approach to
parking of equipment and similar.

The Council Manager was asked to share contact information for the companies with
councillors.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 267/24 Community Safety, ASB, graffiti and CCTV use

Clirs McMillan and Smith spoke to the presentations offering an update around
management of community safety, graffiti and anti-social behaviour. Discussion was
mainly focused on the issue of graffiti, with a number of suggestions made around
how to address the issue locally, including installation of street art as this is unlikely
to then be ‘vandalised’ by other, provision of a ‘free wall’ where street artists can
simply use a space freely and also covered issues around impact when on private
property (owners are liable for cleaning).

RESOLVED - noted

FC 268/24 MKCC Sports Strategy update

The Council Manager spoke to the presentation, explaining that there is a current
consultation approach to the new Sports Strategy for the city. They also noted that
there is ongoing work with LEAP and Sport England for investment into Woughton.
Details of community engagement events were shared with the meeting.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 269/24 To make council aware of changes to the Food Connect service and
confirm an approach to future involvement

The Council Manager spoke to the paper and the more formal proposal that was
provided by Hel Innes, the current Food Connect coordinator (NB Hel was present
but was not able to speak as was not confirmed as a speaker — the Chair felt that the
public speaking slot had passed).

The paper posed specific questions for the council, including whether there was
support for the proposal, whether there was a conflict of interest if the Council
Manager was to be part of any new charity, whether there was financial commitment
and other issues around payroll provision and similar.

Queries were posed about a ‘guarantee’ with regard to levels of produce and
deliveries if financial commitment was agreed, whether the Council Manager feels
able to manage any conflict of interest and the potential impact of changes within the
supermarkets, where some are not taking a ‘give it away’ approach as a trial. The
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Council Manager suggested that there were lots of unknowns at the present time,
but that the Food Connect project is extremely useful for the local fridges and
provides good value for money.

PROPOSAL:

That the Council agrees to support the creation of a new charity to maintain the
delivery of the Food Connect service and agrees to the funding proposed (£10,000
per year) with a view to developing a parish wide approach with partners from
Netherfield and Tinkers Bridge.

The Council agrees to the Council Manager sitting on the board of the new charity,
representing the views of the council and working to ensure the long term
sustainability of the charity and its services.

That Council agreed to consider the issues of payroll provision, registered office
address and any other queries that arise as a result of these discussions
Proposed by: Clir Smith. Seconded by: Clir Rennie

RESOLVED by way of majority vote.

FC 270/24 To update council on Annual Meeting preparations and
documentation review

To confirm arrangement agreed by Operations Committee regarding the Annual
Meeting and the Chair of Councils proposal for the Annual Meeting of the Parish and
update councillors on documentation reviews due in advance of this meeting
RESOLVED - noted.

FC 271/24 To commence discussions around a training programme for the
2025/26 council year

The Council Manager spoke to the paper, encouraging feedback and clarity around
what the individual councillors and committees would like to see as part of a training
programme for the coming year. There was some discussion around what was
important and that training was a key part of ensuring the ongoing development of
the council.

PROPOSAL.:

That council agrees to provide details of the individual, collective and committee
based training needs, alongside views on priorities for other events and activities
before the 20th April, for the development of a calendar for the coming year, to be
agreed at the next Full Council meeting so is in place for the new council year.
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Cllr Simpkins

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

Date of next meeting:
Monday 28™ April 2025, commencing at 6.00pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC, The
Council Hub.

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.20PM

Chair Date
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