Crealing Connections, Supporling Communities

Woug hton Communily C ouncil

Full Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16" December 2024, 6:00pm at the
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre,
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes

Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott (Vice-Chair), Eamonn Bobey, Tony
Coughlan, Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Donna Fuller, Penny Glasgow,
Michael Holland, Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, Deanna Norris, D’Anne Mordecai, April
Rennie, Liz Simpkins, and Alan Williamson

Also present:

Steve McNay (Council Manager)

Tash Darling (Youth and Community Manager)
Marta Sobis (Responsible Finance Officer)

FC 203/24 Apologies for Absence:
Apologies received from:

CllIr Ruth McMillan,

Clir Lorna Webb,

NOTED

FC 204/24 Declaration of interests:
There we no declarations of interest declared.
NOTED

FC 205/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting:
Some grammatical errors were noted, namely that ‘Rennis’ should be ‘Rennie’,
‘rates’ should be ‘rats’ and that the two repair issues should be noted as lights issue
on the V8 and pothole issue on Aldenham. With these adjustments, the following
motion was proposed:
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate
record’:

e Monday 25" November 2024
Proposed by Cllr Smith Seconded by CliIr Norris
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 206/24 Chair’'s Announcement(s)

- The Chair reminded all of the Santa Sleigh tours coming up over the coming
week, including all estates between Wednesday and Saturday.

- The Chair reminded members and the public that there is currently a
consultation on the new MK City Council ward boundaries, which include a
proposal to move both Tinkers Bridge and Peartree Bridge into a new ‘Ouzel
Valley’ ward. People are encouraged to submit any comments they may have.

- Tomorrow sees the Christmas meal in the café — this is booked places only.

FC 207/24 Questions from the public:
No questions were asked.

Page 1 of 5



FC 208/24 Ward Matters arising:

Clir Bobey reiterated that action is needed around Netherfield shops with street
drinking and aggressive begging.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 209/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:

Clir Fuller stated that lots of current casework around poverty, energy and similar.
This was echoed by Clir Smith who noted pension credit is a big issue. Clir Fuller
also noted that budget setting was happening everywhere and pressures on all. Cllr
Fuller also fed back that highways are resistant to reducing speed limits on dual
carriageways, but will continue to liaise around lighting and other issues.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 210/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors

Beanhill — 215' sees Santa and selection boxes at Moorlands Centre.

Coffee Hall — Congratulated the Landscaping team on the work they are undertaking
on the estate, blitzing the shrubbery.

Eaglestone — Harrier Court work has commenced and survived the wind. Parking is
increasingly an issue, and this is thought likely to be related to the works at the
hospital. Concern that there will be an accident or incident, due to frustration.
COUNCIL MANAGER TO CONTACT HOSPITAL FOR AN UPDATE.

The triangle are and the pond is looking better and positive feedback from residents.
Leadenhall — Santa event went well on Friday and the Principal of the Academy,
Gordon Farquar, has requested a meeting with council to discuss concerns around
recent ASB.

COUNCIL MANAGER TO CONTACT ACADEMY TO ARRANGE.

The padel tennis centre is going though planning currently.

Netherfield — Forest Garden is now planted up. Bingo is cancelled in December, so
back in January. Reiterated the issue at the shops (see 208/24).

Peartree Bridge — Decorated a tree last week which looks great and engaged with
some residents. Santa on Thursday

Tinkers Bridge — Warm room and Community Fridge both well attended. Pilot
house visited by ClIr Rennie who stated that it was ‘warm’, which bodes well. Mears
and the RA will be joining Santa on Saturday.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 211/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies:

a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson — no update

b) MKALC - Cllr McMillan, Cllr Rennie & Cllr Smith — no update
c) Parishes Forum - ClIr McMillan & Cllr Smith — interesting meeting which
the Council Manager also attended. Useful discussions around incident planning,
insurance for residents impacted by flooding and code of conduct issues.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 212/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees:

a) Planning, Licensing and Development 4% Nov 2024

b) Services and Communities 18" Nov 2024

It was noted that the date on the minutes of Planning was incorrect and will be
updated.
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RESOLVED - noted

FC 213/24 Council Managers report

Council Manager spoke explaining that it was busy — as only a short gap since
previous report, limited update at this meeting.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 214/24 To update council on the vacancy for the Netherfield ward

The Council Manager explained that as no election has been requested, that co-
option was now possible but that given the timings, the advert would be published in
the new year.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 215/24 To ratify the budget for 2025/26, with updated information

The RFO spoke to the paper and to the provided budgets, explaining the details
around Gazette, dog bins and precept increase impacts on the various ‘bands’ of
council tax. There is an issue regarding the level of band A and B properties (96% of
the parish) and with the level of payments (it was suggested that 75% of residents
pay a reduced rate of council tax). This means that the income levels are lower than
would be expected in other areas, despite the level of precept.

The Chair checked to see which budget people felt was appropriate, with the RFO
explaining that the three levels would mean differing levels of ability to manage
without using reserves.

Proposal:

That council agrees to the attached budget (version 3) as the budget for the financial
year 2025/26

Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Clir Scott

RESOLVED by way of majority vote

FC 216/24 To ratify the precept for 2025/2026, based on the outcome of the
budget ratification process.

Following the budget discussions above, the council then debated the level of
precept increase necessary. The Council Manager explained that whilst the budget
was agreed, the precept level could vary if council chose to use reserves.
Proposal:

That council ratifies a Band D precept of £344.07 for the year 2025/26, representing
an increase of 9.22%

Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Clir Scott

RESOLVED by way of majority vote

FC 217/24 To share the report following the recent Internal Audit, with any
recommendations

The RFO spoke to the report, explaining that the audit was ‘clean’, with some
recommendations around regular review of hire fees for centres and some work
around aged debtors. The RFO was congratulated by council for the hard work and
the positive audit.

Proposal:

That council acknowledges the report from Auditing Solutions, thanks them for their
work on the internal audit and thanks the RFO for their hard work in maintaining high
standards around the financial management of the council.
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Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by Clir Coughlan
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 218/24 Information about the consultation on the admission arrangements
for Oakgrove School September 2026

The Council Manager provided information from the school regarding some changes
to admissions policies for the coming year

RESOLVED - noted

FC 219/24 To update council on Martyns Law and the impact on service
delivery

The Council Manager provided a brief overview of the current proposals and
informed council of steps taken to ensure compliance. Council requested that
training around this issue and wider issues of personal safety were included in any
programme for next year. Vigilance was seen as a key element of this work, noting
anything that looks out of place and reporting accordingly.

Due to the current proposals that venues with capacities under 200 are not covered
by any specifics within the proposed legislation, the following proposal was tabled:
Proposal:

That council agrees to ‘opt out’ of any standard tier duties at this time, as there is no
provision within the council that meets that thresholds for action. Council also agrees
that training and ongoing assessment of any risks will be included within the annual
training programme, risk management processes and within the overall health and
safety, incident plan and other relevant policies and processes within the council.
Proposed by: Cllir Smith. Seconded by Clir Marsh

RESOLVED by way of majority vote

FC 220/24 To consider planning application PLN/2024/2497

Site address: Verge off Grafton Street, by the end of Dunsby Road, Redmoor,
MK6 4AD.

Description: Construction of micro energy storage facility

Due to timing, no Planning Committee so considered by Full Council

This proposal was discussed with queries around how the storage would work, who
would benefit and what steps might be able to be taken to mitigate the visual impact
of the proposed development. No formal resolution was made.

FC 221/24 Consultation on remote attendance

The Council Manager explained that there was currently a consultation taking place
regarding proposals to allow remote attendance and / or proxy voting within local
councils. There were a series of questions that the consultation included which the
council discussed,

Proposal:

That council tasks the Council Manager with submitting the response on behalf of
WCC.

Proposed by: Clir Smith. Seconded by Cllr Glasgow

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

Date of next meeting:
Monday 27" January 2025, commencing at 6.00pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC,
The Council Hub.
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THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.30PM

Chair Date
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