Crealing Connections, Supporling Communities

Woug hton Communily C ouncil

Full Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24" February 2025, 6:00pm at the
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre,
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes

Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott (Vice-Chair), Eamonn Bobey, Tony
Coughlan, Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Penny Glasgow, Luke Louis,
Charlie Marsh, Deanna Norris, Ruth McMillan, D’Anne Mordecai, Liz Simpkins and
Alan Williamson.

NB ClIr Stacey Munkley was also in attendance, from item FC 249/24, having been
sent the summons in advance.

Also present:

Steve McNay (Council Manager)

Tash Darling (Youth and Community Manager)
Marta Sobis (Responsible Finance Officer)

FC 239/24 Apologies for Absence:

Apologies received from:

Clir Lorna Webb, Clir Donna Fuller, Clir April Rennie, Clir Michael Holland
NOTED

FC 240/24 Declaration of interests:
There we no declarations of interest declared.
NOTED

FC 241/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting:
PROPOSAL
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate
record’:

e Monday 27" January 2025
Proposed by Cllr Smith  Seconded by Clir Michael Ferguson
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 242/24 Chair's Announcement(s)
- The chair shared details of upcoming events.
- The Chair noted that there have been reports of doorstep scam attempts and
reminded all to be mindful, ask for ID’s, check with companies, etc.
- The Chair noted that reports have been made regarding cats being shot with
pellet guns. If anyone is aware, please report to Thames Valley Police.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 243/24 Questions from the public:
No questions were asked
RESOLVED - noted

FC 244/24 Ward Matters arising:
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No matters were raised.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 245/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:

Cllr Smith reminded people about the boundary review and that comments regarding
this are still being invited but that this consultation closes today. Details are available
on the Boundary Commission website. Councillors are also considering how to use
their ward allowances.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 246/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors

Beanhill — Issue with fly tipping of electrical goods.

Coffee Hall — Nothing noted.

Eaglestone — Harrier Court works are well underway. Clir Simpkins visited on
Wednesday — waiting for some issues to be resolved with building control.
Parking and fly tipping remain constant issues on the estate.

Leadenhall — Nothing noted

Netherfield — SHDF has started on Farthing Grove. New planters at the Forest
Garden, with planting to take place on Thursday. Fly tipping increasing, especially
black bags.

Peartree Bridge — Nothing noted.

Tinkers Bridge — Nothing noted.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 247/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies:
a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson — nothing noted.

b) MKALC - Clir McMillan, ClIr Rennie & Cllr Smith —meeting on
Wednesday with all councillors invited (although only named can vote)
c) Parishes Forum - ClIr McMillan & ClIr Smith — meeting due on 13t

March and will update at March meeting.
RESOLVED - noted

FC 248/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees:

a) Operations and Resources 13™" January 2025
b) Services and Communities 20™ January 2025
RESOLVED - noted

FC 248a/24 Council Managers report

The Council Manager spoke to the report, covering information about activities and
spending since the last meeting of Full Council.

NB Due to a sequencing issue, this item has the same number on the agenda as the
previous. As such, and as no decision is needed on either item, this item is now
labelled at FC 248a/24

RESOLVED - noted

FC 249/24 To consider co-option to the Netherfield seat

The Chair spoke to the paper and read the submitted statement from the applicant,
Stacey Munkley. The applicant also introduced themselves to the council.
Proposal:
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‘That | propose that Stacey Munkley is co-opted onto Woughton Community Council’
Proposed by: Clir Smith. Seconded by: Clir Maggie Ferguson
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

Stacey Munkley then signed her acceptance of office form and Cllr Munkley joined
the meeting as a co-opted councillor.

FC 250/24 To discuss the issue of Houses of Multiple Occupation (HMOS) in
the parish

Cllr Smith spoke to this issue, linking to the register of licenced HMO’s within the
parish that was shared with attendees (and had been provided within the papers
pack). Clir Smith expressed concerns about the level of HMO provision and the
impact that the perceived high levels have on the estates. This followed permission
being granted for an HMO against the wishes of the councillors by MKCC planning
department and a wish to see greater protections.

Queries were raised about the accuracy of the register, with the Council Manager
explaining that these are the licensed and registered HMO's only and that there are
likely to be significantly higher levels of unregistered properties (as is evidenced by
the number of retrospective planning applications).

Councillors were encouraged to report concerns or, if felt appropriate, unlicensed
premises to the relevant department at MKCC for investigation.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 251/24 Consideration of any response to the Community Governance
review (1t Stage)

The Council Manager spoke to the paper that asked for council to consider a
response to the online submission relating to the Community Governance review
being undertaken by Milton Keynes City Council. Queries were raised regarding the
current calculation relating to the number of councillors for each ward, with this being
linked to the levels of population — concerns about single councillor wards were also
noted. Queries were also raised regarding consultation with neighbouring parishes
and clarification that there is a collective voice — the Chair suggested that this could
go to the parishes forum and the Council Manager will be speaking to some local
Clerks and will raise this too.

PROPOSAL:

‘That council tasks the Council Manager with responding to the consultation in line
with the agreements made and noted at this meeting and that conversations take
place with neighbouring parishes regarding the consultation’

Proposed by: ClIr Smith. Seconded by: Clir Coughlan

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 252/24 Agreement to sign the Armed Forces Covenant and agreement on
pledges to be contained within

The Council Manager talked to the paper, which includes a recommendation from
Operations Committee to sign the Armed Forces Covenant and decide on any
specific pledges that council considers should be included with the document. The
discussion considered some of the suggested pledges and agreed that people will
submit any further ideas. In addition, it was suggested that Cllr Scott be appointed as
the Armed Forces Champion, which Clir Scott was agreeable to.

Proposal
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‘That council agrees to sign the Armed Forces Covenant, and that Clir Nick Scott is
appointed as the Armed Forces Champion and considers the specific pledges’.
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Clir Glasgow

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 253/24 To agree to the ringfencing or specific budgets for 2025/26,
following a recommendation from the Operations Committee

Following a recommendation from the Operations Committee, the Council Manager
spoke to the paper that requests agreement to the ringfencing of monies relating to
Neighbourhood Planning and community centre improvements within the budget for
next year, due to underspends this year. Some queries were posed regarding the
budgets proposed to ensure that there is sufficient — the Council Manager explained
that the Neighbourhood Plan money is as budgeted and the quotes that have been
gathered so far suggest that £10,000 for each community centre should be sufficient.
PROPOSAL.:

That council proposes that there is a total of £35,000 placed within ringfenced
reserves, £15,000 for Neighbourhood Planning and £20,000 for improvements to
Netherfield and Eaglestone community buildings, for the financial year 2025/26
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Cllr Simpkins

RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.

FC 254/24 To make council aware of changes to the Food Connect service and
to begin considerations for future involvement

The Council Manager discussed this issue, with a very early view of what may be
happening with the service. There is potential to move to ‘local ownership’ for the
Food Connect project, which may impact on local community fridges. As such,
consideration of level of involvement and / or investment that may come from WCC
was mentioned. Good, wide ranging discussion with an overall view that the Food
Connect service is a valuable one that helps with the services WCC provides, but
greater understanding and specifics is needed prior to a formal decision. It was
requested that the Council Manager see what other parishes are considering and
whether there is potential for those supported through the fridge network would be
willing to contribute to any future provision.

RESOLVED - noted

FC 255/24 To inform council of the MKCC response to the East / West rail
consultation

The Council Manager spoke briefly about the paper, explaining the purpose and
encouraging councillors to read it in full if this was an issue that they felt was likely to
impact on residents within their wards.

RESOLVED - noted

Date of next meeting:
Monday 24" March 2025, commencing at 6.00pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC,
The Council Hub.

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.20PM

Chair Date
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