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Full Council                                     
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27th January 2025, 6:00pm at the 
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre, 
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes 
 
Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott (Vice-Chair), Eamonn Bobey, Tony 
Coughlan, Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson (until 18.35), Penny Glasgow, 
Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, Deanna Norris, D’Anne Mordecai, April Rennie, Liz 
Simpkins and Lorna Webb.  
  
Also present:  
Steve McNay (Council Manager) 
Tash Darling (Youth and Community Manager) 
Marta Sobis (Responsible Finance Officer) 
 
FC 222/24 Apologies for Absence: 
Apologies received from: 
Cllr Ruth McMillan,  
Cllr Alan Williamson 
Cllr Michael Holland (attended online) 
NOTED  
 
FC 223/24 Declaration of interests: 
There we no declarations of interest declared.  
NOTED 
 
FC 224/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting: 
PROPOSAL 
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate 
record’: 

• Monday 16th December 2024 
Proposed by Cllr Smith    Seconded by Cllr Glasgow      
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.   
  
FC 225/24 Chair’s Announcement(s)  

- Tea and Toast session starts from Monday at No 99 – a drop in for parents 
from Chapter School after drop off.  

- Chair noted Holocaust Memorial Day 
- The Youth Service ‘360 Play Centre’ takeover is happening on 17th February. 

Tickets must be booked in advance.  
- Cinema is taking place at the Academy on 20th February – again, tickets in 

advance.  
- Craft Club takes place on Monday and Wednesday mornings at the 

Community Wellbeing Room at the Community Centre on Coffee Hall.  
- A successful opening event took place at No 99 before Christmas.  
- Bingo at Netherfield this Friday 
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- RA meetings this week, with Netherfield on Weds, Tinkers Bridge on 
Thursday and Coffee Hall on Friday.  

- Councillors were reminded about the importance of using WCCIT equipment, 
rather than personal devices, with regard to data protection and GDPR. It was 
noted that if, for example, a Subject Access Request is made, personal 
equipment may form part of any investigation if it has been used for council 
business.  

RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 226/24 Questions from the public: 
No questions were asked, but Cllr Jenni Ferrans made a statement about her wish to 
stand as a councillor for the new Ouzel Valley ward, which may be created as part of 
the boundary review. Current proposals see both Peartree Bridge and Tinkers Bridge 
moving into that new ward for MKCC elections. It was noted that this decision has 
yet to be formally made.    
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 227/24 Ward Matters arising: 
No matters were raised.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 228/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:  
Cllr Smith reminded people about the boundary review and that comments regarding 
this are still being invited. Details are available on the Boundary Commission 
website.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 229/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors 
Beanhill – Issue currently with a large dog (St Bernard) getting lose and being 
aggressive.  
Coffee Hall – Issue with people knocking on doors asking for money, which is 
causing anxiety. People encouraged to report via TVP.   
Eaglestone – Cllr Holland spoke via Zoom link, alongside Cllr Simpkins in the room 
and provided an update including: 

- New lamppost installed after a two year campaign 
- Drain near pond uncovered and should help with flooding issues 
- Bins haven’t’ been collected on some roads so a review of the CCTV from the 

lorry being reviewed to reduce future issues 
- Blocking of yellow posts has been addressed and, it is hoped, resolved. 
- Landscape teams have cut back but have uncovered significant levels of 

rubbish which needs removing.  
- H+S issues with fencing and wall being addressed.  
- Harrier Court progressing 
- Parking permit signage is now up, some parking still happening (issues with 

ticket machine updates needed).  
Leadenhall – Concerns around the news that the college has been awarded 
additional funding to support more students and courses. Concerns about parking, 
but at the current time, no news as to what any proposals might be.  
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Netherfield – Ongoing discussions with Mears around community engagement and 
meetings. Initial meeting took place addressing concerns about the SHDF (Phase 1 
and 2) with another meeting with residents being planned for next week.  
Peartree Bridge – Nothing to report.  
Tinkers Bridge – SHDF going well, with the second street started. There is a drop in 
every Wednesday for any issues with the project, with Mears in attendance. Some 
issues with cuckooing on the estate and also has a problem with a large dog running 
free.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 230/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies: 
a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson – going well, with higher levels 
of grant awards and access from residents. Very positive.  
b) MKALC                           - Cllr McMillan, Cllr Rennie & Cllr Smith – next meeting 
in February with Michael Bracey in attendance.  
c) Parishes Forum              - Cllr McMillan & Cllr Smith – meeting in March with a 
focus n scooters, with TVP in attendance.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 231/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees: 
Due to no committee meetings in December, there were no minutes to note. 
RESOLVED – noted  
 
FC 232/24 Council Managers report 
Council Manager spoke to the report, giving an overview of activities and spending 
during the last month.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 233/24 To update council on the vacancy for the Netherfield ward 
The Council Manager updated the council on the current vacancy, explaining that as 
no election called, that the advert for co-option has been published, with a closing 
date of 9th February, with a view to appoint at the next Full Council meeting in 
February. Full details and application form on the website.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 234/24 To provide first draft of the proposed 10 year plan for the parish 
The Council Manager spoke about the process that has taken place so far, noting 
that due to delays in information being provided, that the document may need a 
wider review prior to formal ratification and agreement.  
The overarching aims, the 10 areas of focus and the wider estate focus issues are all 
in need of some oversight and to ensure that the council is happy with the document 
in full before acceptance. This document will form part of any future submission to 
the Quality Council Award scheme and should underpin the approaches taken by 
council, so the Council Manager also asked councillors to consider whether the 
larger overarching approaches that have been in place since before he started (7 
years +), mainly focused on poverty, remained important and / or whether other 
elements around developing a more positive view of the parish (noting a 
conversation that had taken place with the Head of MK Academy, who is eager to 
address this issue too). Councillors were encouraged to review the whole document, 
provide any feedback, update or provide the estate specific aspirations / ideas and 
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that the Council Manager will then update and aim to get ratified before the new 
council year.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
Cllr Michael Ferguson left the meeting.  
 
FC 235/24 Update on the ‘English Devolution White Paper’ and potential impact 
on the ‘parish’ sector 
The Council Manager spoke to the paper, giving some background about the paper 
that was published in December and the potential impact on parishes. Whilst the 
current situation is that no decisions have been made, suggestions seem to be that 
there is a look towards a ‘BLMK’ (Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes) approach. 
The Chair allowed a member of the public to speak to this, with the person (a current 
councillor with MKCC) also adding some information. Council was also encouraged 
to look at additional papers within the papers pack.   
It was agreed that the council will keep abreast of the situation and monitor any 
possible impact on the parish sector.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 236/24 Consultation on strengthening the standards and conduct 
framework for local authorities (including parish and town councils) in 
England. 
The meeting reviewed the questions relating to the above consultation, agreeing 
organisational feedback, which will be submitted by the Council Manager.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 237/24 To move and second and then to be put to the vote the following 
motion:  
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 That by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be 
excluded during discussion of the following business on the grounds that publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted.  
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Cllr Marsh 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.  
 
FC 238/24 To address issues relating to outstanding payments and lease 
agreements.  
Council was informed of a current issue with a tenant of an office within the parish 
buildings failing to meet their rent payments and failing to communicate with officers. 
This is combined with negative impacts on other building users and a failure to 
respond to reasonable requests with regard to other aspects of service delivery. It 
was suggested that the group is in significant difficulties, with requests for other 
groups to take over food collections and similar. As a result, the following motion was 
made: 
Proposal: 
That the council issues a formal rental agreement termination notice to Abba father 
(28 days notice as per Terms and Conditions).  
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by Cllr Simpkins 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.  
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Date of next meeting:  
Monday 24th February 2025, commencing at 6.00pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC, 
The Council Hub.  
 
 
 

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.50PM  
 
 

Chair _____________________________ Date _________________________ 
 
 


