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Full Council                                     
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 22nd July 2024, 6:30pm at the 
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre, 
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes 
 
Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott (Vice Chair), Eamonn Bobey, Janette 
Bobey, Tony Coughlan, Margaret Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Donna Fuller 
(Leader), Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, D’Anne Mordecai, April Rennie, Liz Simpkins, 
Donna Fuller, Penny Glasgow, Alan Williamson 
  
Also present:  
Steve McNay (Council Manager) 
 
FC 134/24 Apologies for Absence: 
Apologies received from: 
Cllr Deanna Noris  
Cllr Lorna Webb 
Cllr Ruth McMillan 
Cllr Michael Holland 
Proposal 
‘That these apologies are accepted by council’ 
Proposed by Cllr Smith. Seconded by Cllr Mordecai.  
RESOLVED – by way of majority vote. 
 
FC 135/24 Declaration of interests: 
There we no declarations of interest declared.  
NOTED 
 
FC 136/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting: 
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate 
record’: 

• Monday 24th June 2024 
Proposed by Cllr Smith    Seconded by Cllr Michael Ferguson.      
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.   
  
FC 137/24 Chair’s Announcement(s)  
 

- The Chair thanked those involved with the delivery of the Chairs Awards, 
staff, councillors and a special mention to Cllr Marsh who stepped in as official 
photographer.  

- Following the awards, an invitation has been made by the Station 
Commander to all councillors to look around and consider any community 
groups that may benefit from use of the space over there.  

- Peartree Bridge Big Picnic takes place on 24th July between 1pm – 4pm.  
 
FC 138/24 Questions from the public: 
No questions were asked.  
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FC 139/24 Ward Matters arising: 
Cllr Simpkins noted that following the change of government and concerns around 
potential changes to planning rules, getting the Neighbourhood Plan group back up 
and running was important. The Council Manager confirmed that this would be 
happening over the coming month.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 140/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:  
Cllr Fuller updated from MKCC Ward Councillors: 

- Harrier Court will be starting by September for the repairs needed. Currently 
moving people out.  

- ASB on the increase, possibly due to warmer weather. Please use ASB team 
at MKCC or TVP.  

- Blue Light Hub – Open Day on 25th August. 
- Parking continues to be an issue across the parish. Cllr Fuller meeting with 

new cabinet member to look at possible solutions. Cllr Simpkins requested an 
update on parking permit situation on ES.  

- Casework remains busy – mostly housing and finances.  
- Procurement process about to start for Cripps Lodge site. Some issues noted 

following a fire being set there and gates being open.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 141/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors 
Beanhill – Fun Day on 25th August. Councillor engagement evening on 29th July at 
Moorlands. Issues with bin lorry and parking, making it difficult to get in / out / around 
the estate.   
 
Coffee Hall – parking, especially on paths and impact on people with disabilities is an 
issue.  
 
Eaglestone – Residents Association is having difficulties. No large event over the 
summer but aiming for next year.  
 
Leadenhall – Schools are closed and estate is much quieter.  
 
Netherfield – Had day trip to Weymouth, which went very well. RA meeting on 31st 
July, to include selling the Skegness tickets. Next Friday (27th July) is second bingo 
session. Parking also an issue – hospital, stadium, bowl, etc. There is a petition to 
prevent pavement parking – Cllr Bobey will send link round.  
 
Peartree Bridge – Replacement of the old apple trees is planned, with pear trees and 
set back from the path, working with Community Trees MK.  
 
Tinkers Bridge – Fund Day happened on Saturday and lots of positive feedback. 24th 
August is bingo. Date of trip has changed to 31st August, due to coach availability. 
Another knife was found. Pilot home has scaffold up. 
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 142/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies: 
a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson – no update. 
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b) MKALC                           - Cllr McMillan, Cllr Rennie & Cllr Smith – no update 
c) Parishes Forum              - Cllr McMillan & Cllr Smith – no update 
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 143/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees: 
a) Operations and Resources  10th June 2024 (Cllr Smith / Cllr Rennie) 
b) Services and Communities           17th June 2024 (Cllr Scott / Cllr Glasgow)       
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 144/24 Council Managers report 
There was no formal report, but the Council Manager gave a brief update on current 
issues.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 145/24 Update on budget for end of Quarter 1 
The Council Manager spoke to the report provided by the RFO, detailing the income 
and expenditure for the first quarter of the financial year. Spending is broadly on 
track, with some cost centres over and some under, balancing out to slightly less 
than 25% of monies spent.  
Cllr Janette Bobey asked if there was any funding for repairs to NFMP – the Council 
Manager explained that further grants were being explored. There has been further 
damage to the ceiling which may require more urgent repairs / replacements.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 146/24 Confirmation of proposed funding application to the Community 
Infrastructure Fund 2025 
There was significant discussion around the previous proposals and new ideas 
around how and what this funding could support. Due to the application being 
needed by 31st August, there are no further meetings planned and limited time to 
explore funding for the new ideas (primarily play equipment).  
Proposal: 
‘That a meeting is arranged with MKCC Play Parks team to explore options and 
opportunities for improvements to play parks, with a view to an application in future 
rounds of CIF and / or other funding’.  
Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Cllr Scott 
RESOLVED via unanimous vote. 
 
It should be noted that there was no proposal for any funding application this round. 
 
FC 147/24 Ideas for the Accessibility Fund and any application agreement 
The Council Manager passed on details of the fund, which takes applications on an 
ongoing basis, with a request that any areas that require work (e.g. drop kerbs, 
handrails, etc) to improve accessibility are sent to the Council Manager to provide 
details for agreement by council. If possible, include the ‘what3words’ link for specific 
location. 
Some ideas were discussed and raised including: 

- Cllr Marsh – drop kerbs on Lammas 
- Cllr Rennie – no drop kerbs on roads, need to go to the end of streets 
- Cllr J Bobey – several roads where no drop kerb is in place 

Proposal: 
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‘That councillors provide feedback to the Council Manager with details of specific 
locations for further ratification’.  
Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Cllr J Bobey 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.  
 
FC 148/24 To clarify the staffing model and responsibilities within the officer 
team, following the restructure 
The Council Manager presented the paper that details the staffing structure, duties 
and responsibilities (including those of councillors, chairs, leader and officers) and 
who best to contact if there is a query.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 149/24 To update council on the training calendar and any barriers to 
attendance 
The Council Manager provided the agreed training calendar and talked to the issue 
of attendance, following agreement at Operations Committee that a minimum of 
seven (7) attendees is needed to deliver an in-house session. The last couple of 
sessions haven’t happened, due to lack of numbers, so discussion around how to 
ensure training takes place, whether in house or external ad hoc is better and 
whether the times / days were suitable or a barrier to attendance.  
 
Following discussion, sufficient councillors agreed to attend future sessions. It was 
requested that some of the missed sessions, specifically the Standards and Code of 
Conduct session, is revisited. There were also some further requests for specific 
sessions including: food hygiene, first aid, producing newsletter, communications.   
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 150/24 To inform council on campaigns and agree to involvement 

a) Update on the Lithium Battery campaign 
There has been further feedback saying that support is as little as simply 
responding to say that the council support this.  
Proposal: 
That the council responds to the campaign manager, offering support’ 
Proposed by: Cllr SmithSeconded by: Cllr Simpkins 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote 

b) Information about the #makehealthequal campaign 
This campaign is around addressing some of the issues that lead to health 
inequalities and aim to reduce these in future.  
Proposal: 
‘That the council signs up to this campaign and offers support’ 
Proposed by: Cllr SmithSeconded by: Cllr Glasgow 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote. 

 
FC 151/24 To consider use of SPF funding for improvements to public realm 
The Council Manager provided an overview of the process to this point, with 
agreement that a total of £144,000 allocated towards some of the public realm 
improvements that were identified by councillors / officers.  
Having met with MKCC officers, a suggestion was made that each estate receives a 
share of this, equal to just over £20,000 per estate.  
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If there are further issues that councillors want to be included, they can be 
considered as long as they are ‘within scope’ (no guarantees).  
Cllr J Bobey suggested that the funding formula was unfair and that larger estates 
should have received more money. It was also suggested that £20,000 was a 
relatively small amount given the work needed.  
Proposal: 
That council agrees to the initial provision of up to £20.5k per estate, linked to the 
document attached and prioritising the initial ideas agreed, with the potential for 
further ideas to be presented which may be included if agreed by MKCC. Any funds 
unspent can then be rolled into other projects. 
Proposed by: Cllr Smith Seconded by: Cllr Coughlan 
RESOLOVED by way of majority vote.  
  
FC 152/24 To inform council on the consultation process for MK City Plan 2050 
The Council Manager spoke to the paper and process provided by MKCC. A request 
was made for the Council Manager to contact the team at MKCC to hold an 
engagement event on parish.  
RESOLVED – noted.  
 
Date of next meeting:  
Monday 23rd September 2024, commencing at 6.00pm, to be held in Chambers, 
WCC, The Council Hub.  
 
 

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.55PM  
 
 

Chair _____________________________ Date _________________________ 
 
 


