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Full Council                                     
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th June 2024, 6:30pm at the 
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre, 
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes 
 
Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Eamonn Bobey, Janette Bobey, Margaret 
Ferguson, Michael Ferguson, Michael Holland, Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, Deanna 
Norris, Ruth McMillan, D’Anne Mordecai, Liz Simpkins, Donna Fuller  
Penny Glasgow, Lorna Webb, Alan Williamson 
  
Also present:  
Steve McNay (Council Manager) 
Marta Sobis (Responsible Finance Officer) 
 
FC 117/24 Apologies for Absence: 
Apologies received from: 
Cllr Nick Scott 
Cllr April Rennie 
Cllr Tony Coughlan 
Proposal 
‘That these apologies are accepted by council’ 
Proposed by Cllr Smith. Seconded by Cllr Mordecai.  
RESOLVED – by way of majority vote. 
 
FC 118/24 Declaration of interests: 
There we no declarations of interest declared.  
NOTED 
 
FC 119/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting: 
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate 
record’: 

• Tuesday 28th May 2024 
Proposed by Cllr Smith    Seconded by Cllr Glasgow.      
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.   
  
FC 120/24 Chair’s Announcement(s)  
 

- A reminder that the Chairs Awards takes place on 12th July, at the Blue Light 
Hub, Ashlands with arrivals from 6.30pm, awards at 7pm and then drinks and 
buffet afterwards. Please confirm with the Council Manager your attendance 
for catering purposes.  

- There is a Ward Boundary review currently taking place, with a view to 
increase the number of wards by one and the number of councillors to 
increase by 3 (this is MKCC wards). Please take a look and contribute before 
closure (extended, due to election so ends in September). 

 
FC 121/24 Questions from the public: 
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Cllr Holland tabled the following questions on behalf of residents: 
- Can WCC address the anti-social behaviour in Broadean, which includes drug 

use amongst other issues. Encouraged to report to TVP and to support others 
in doing similar. 

 
FC 122/24 Ward Matters arising: 
Cllr Williamson requested that issues around green open spaces be addressed, as 
residents are suggesting that the implementation of a service charge to cover the 
green open spaces should mean an increase in activity. Cllr Fuller reported that the 
service charge was not simply about landscaping and there was some discussion 
about the service charge more widely.  
If there are specific issues that are causing difficulties, please report to the WCC 
Landscaping Team who can address / resolve if possible. It should be noted that 
during bird nesting season, some works cannot be undertaken.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 123/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:  
Due to the period of increased sensitivity, due to the General Election, this item was 
deferred until after the election.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 124/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors 
Beanhill – Some cutting back taking place with community members taking this on 
and working with WCC to manage the waste. Some ASB issues and potential to 
request a camera be moved to assess this.  
 
Coffee Hall – not much to report, reporting and walkabouts taking place.  
 
Eaglestone – Harrier Court refurb appears to be almost ready to start (September?) 
after a very long delay. There is a drop-in session for residents planned. Lamppost 
repairs have happened to two reported issues, with a further one awaiting a part. 
Dog bin replacement was mentioned last time, and the Council Manager reported 
back that there wasn’t a plan to replace, as not considered priority. Cllr Holland 
requested that this be relooked at, as concerns that dogs may be injured on the rusty 
edge. Consultation on parking permits on Golden Drive is taking place.  
 
Leadenhall – further accidents have occurred on Chaffron Way and Cllr Glasgow is 
eager to see action taken.  
 
Netherfield – Bingo on Friday (first session). Weymouth trip tickets go on sale 
Wednesday. Litter pick planned on Saturday. Issues with refuse and the sacks on 
The Hide being used by others as a dumping ground – suggestion that enforcement 
should be involved in this. Street Cleansing remains fortnightly but suggestion that 
this should be weekly. Bins left in the middle of the paths by refuse collectors.  
 
Peartree Bridge – two thirds of the marina car park remain out of action. Unclear as 
to why.  
 
Tinkers Bridge – in the absence of Cllr Rennie, Cllr Norris provided the update 
(written by Cllr Rennie). Thieving an issue with a belief that one house is the driver of 
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this. A found knife was responded to quickly by TVP and residents. Issues with bus 
service and access, especially for people with additional needs, following the partial 
closure of a bus stop (or not – very unclear). The question of speed limits was raised 
again – Council manager explained that with the level of responses received, it is 
unlikely that this will be considered to have community support (161 response across 
the parish). It was requested that the Council Manager provide a breakdown of 
estate specific numbers 
RESOLVED - noted 
 
ACTION – Council Manager to provide a breakdown of responses with regard 
to the proposed 20mph speed limit on estates.  
 
RESOLVED - noted 
  
FC 125/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies: 
a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson – no update. 
b) MKALC                           - Cllr McMillan, Cllr Rennie & Cllr Smith – on hold, due 
to upcoming election.  
c) Parishes Forum              - Cllr McMillan & Cllr Smith – Cllr McMillan noted that 
there had been presentations from MKCC Youth Cabinet, Flood Water Management 
Team, Neighbourhood Watch and MK Donut Economics group. These presentations 
were all useful to varying degrees. It was suggested that the Neighbourhood Watch 
groups and the Donut Economics group would be happy to present to council / 
committees if wanted.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
ACTION – Council Manager to invite both groups to attend a meeting.  
 
FC 126/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees: 
a) Planning and Licensing                     - Monday 18th May 2024  
b) Services and Communities                - Monday 20th May 2024 
RESOLVED – noted 
 
 
FC 127/24 Council Managers report 
The Council Manager provided an update on activities within the council.  
 
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 128/24 To suggest a change to the timings of Council Meetings and 
Committees 
Following a change in demographics on the council and committees, Cllr Smith 
suggested the potential for changing the start time of meetings to 6pm, as it was 
prior to a change a few years ago.  
There were comments both for and against this idea and, after some back and forth, 
the following was tabled: 
 
Proposal: 
‘That the start times for meetings moves to 6.00pm, from September 2024’.  
Proposed by: Cllr Smith – 7 for, 6 against, 3 abstentions. 
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RESOLVED by way of majority vote.  
 
FC 129/24 To ratify the updated Model Financial Regulations 
The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) spoke to the paper, which included 
recommendations from the Operations Committee. There was some discussion 
around the payment of allowances through the PAYE system, which the RFO 
explained would be linked to the ‘real time’ updates and as such, to the specific tax 
codes of each councillor – this may mean that no tax is payable, depending on 
individual circumstances.  
 
Proposal: 
‘That the new Financial Regulations are ratified by council’. 
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Cllr McMillan 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.  
 
FC 130/24 To agree new committee membership  
Following the change to Terms of Reference for committees, there were two people 
who had requested membership of the Services and Communities Committee. 
Those two people are: 

- Cllr Michael Ferguson  
- Cllr Alan Williamson. 

 
Proposal 
‘That Cllrs Michael Ferguson and Alan Willamson become members of the Services 
and Communities Committee’. 
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Cllr Webb. 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.  
 
FC 131/24 To inform council of a consultation regarding the Alcohol Public 
Spaces Protection Order 
The Council Manager spoke to the paper, which proposed extending the current 
order for a further five years. There were a number of councillors who felt that the 
order was important, but that it needed additional resources and commitment from 
TVP and others to have an impact. The litter from alcohol and street drinking ASB 
significant issues.  
 
Proposal 
‘That the council investigate the potential for reinstating the TVP forum, but with a 
view to making it valid and positive, as well as supporting the extension to the order 
and promoting publicity about this via the WCC routes’.  
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Cllr Norris 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.  
 
FC 132/24 To consider any action(s) regarding changes to appointment 
booking at a local GP surgery 
Following recent communications to registered patients, concerns had been noted 
about the possibility of a move to ‘online only’ services / access at one of the local 
surgeries (The Grove). The Council Manager update the meeting on actions and 
responses since the paper was written, when the surgery had refused to offer a 
response to the questions posed ‘on the advice’ of their insurers / indemnifiers and 
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then also declined to attend a round table meeting to look at how WCC may be able 
to help with the clear issues for local GP surgeries currently. The other surgery, 
Ashfield, has responded positively to the proposal to meet to discuss issues.  
 
There was significant discussion around personal experiences of GP surgeries and 
the challenges that there are currently, alongside the impact on other NHS provision 
(walk in centre especially). This included no access to appointments, difficulty in 
getting repeat prescriptions, expectation that people queue from 7am and then return 
in the afternoon to see someone and, mentioned by many, receptionists deciding on 
treatment or otherwise (the view being that they are NOT medical professionals and 
should NOT be making these decisions).  
 
It was also felt that there were national issues with GP surgeries, but that equally, 
different surgeries managed things differently and this also made a difference.  
 
Proposal 
‘That WCC continues to liaise with Healthwatch, Public Health and others to address 
the concerns, as well as maintaining contact with the surgeries’. 
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by: Cllr Glasgow 
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.     
 
FC 133/2 To consider issues around parish wards and cross ward working 
Cllr Smith spoke to this paper, and it was widely agreed that consulting and 
considering colleagues when undertaking work was sensible. Whilst some ‘cross 
ward’ work is inevitable, ensuring the there is no ‘treading on toes’, getting involved 
in areas which haven’t asked for help (this was noted as undermining and 
disrespectful), avoiding duplication and providing a united approach all were 
considered good practice. Equally, there may be times where people approach a 
councillor from a different area for god reason – this is also understandable and 
some felt that needing to then consult with others was unhelpful and, potentially, a 
breach of GDPR. The issue of ineffective councillors and therefore, ineffective 
responses was also cited as a reason for involving other areas councillors.  
 
It was agreed that no formal route was needed and that everyone would respect this, 
to include Resident Association meetings, where councillors should also respect 
ward boundaries.  
 
Date of next meeting:  
Monday 22nd July 2024 @ 6.30pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC, The Council Hub.  
 
 

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 7.55PM  
 
 

Chair _____________________________ Date _________________________ 
 
 


