
   
   

 

Page 1 of 4 

 

 
 

Full Council                                     
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 25th November 2024, 6:00pm at the 
Woughton Community Council Hub, Council Chamber, The Local Centre, 
Garraways, Coffee Hall, Milton Keynes 
 
Present: Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Nick Scott, Eamonn Bobey, Tony Coughlan, 
Michael Holland, Luke Louis, Charlie Marsh, Deanna Noris, April Rennie, Liz 
Simpkins, Lorna Webb and Alan Williamson. 
  
Also present:  
Steve McNay (Council Manager) 
Tash Darling (Youth and Community Manager) 
 
FC 188/24 Apologies for Absence: 
Apologies received from: 
Cllr Donna Fuller 
Cllr Penny Glasgow 
Cllr D’Anne Mordecai 
Cllr Ruth McMillan 
Cllr Michael Ferguson 
Cllr Maggie Ferguson 
Proposal 
‘That these apologies are accepted by council’ 
RESOLVED – all present in agreement.  
 
FC 189/24 Declaration of interests: 
There we no declarations of interest declared.  
NOTED 
 
FC 190/24 Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting: 
‘That the minutes of the following meetings are agreed as a true and accurate 
record’: 

• Monday 28th October 2024 
Proposed by Cllr Smith    Seconded by Cllr Scott      
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.   
  
FC 191/24 Chair’s Announcement(s)  

- The Chair shared a message from Bucks Fire and Rescue, regarding a 
Christmas meal for vulnerable or elderly members of the community, 
encouraging members to share details of those that might benefit. 

 
FC 192/24 Questions from the public: 
No questions were asked.  
 
FC 193/24 Ward Matters arising: 
Councillor Rennis requested that follow up actions be taken regarding potholes and 
lights on Marlborough Street, between Tinkers Bridge and Netherfield.   
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RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 194/24 Milton Keynes Council Ward Councillors report:  
Cllr Smith stated that lots of work is being undertaken around pension credit queries, 
as the award of this is a ‘gateway’ to other benefits. All the usual pressures continue.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 195/24 2 minute Estate updates from councillors 
Beanhill – Cllr Williamson congratulated those who have already put Christmas 
lights up, saying they look lovely and encouraging people to visit and contribute to 
the charities that are being supported. 
Coffee Hall – no update this month.   
Eaglestone – Cllr Simpkins updated on the work on Harrier Court , with the 
contractors in place, some utilities already disconnected and work on the walkways 
due to start this week.  
Leadenhall – no update this month.   
Netherfield – Cllr Bobey reported back on the Forest Garden, with work starting.  
Peartree Bridge – a message from Cllr McMillan was read out, stating that the 
replacement of the lights to the rear of Waterside has taken place and feedback is 
positive.   
Tinkers Bridge – Cllr Rennie updated on work with housing officers around waste 
and rates. Warm room has started and is managing demand, with a request to 
register interest so numbers can be catered for.  
RESOLVED - noted 
 
FC 196/24 Feedback from meetings with Outside Bodies: 
a) Woughton Welfare Trust - Cllr Maggie Ferguson – no update 
b) MKALC                           - Cllr McMillan, Cllr Rennie & Cllr Smith – AGM is 
coming up.  
c) Parishes Forum              - Cllr McMillan & Cllr Smith – meeting on 5th December, 
with update afterwards.  
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 197/24 To note the minutes from the following Committees: 
a) Planning, Licensing and Development   7th Oct 2024  
b) Operations and Resources                     14th Oct 2024 
c) Services and Communities                     21st Oct 2024       
RESOLVED – noted  
 
FC 198/24 Council Managers report 
Council Manager spoke to the report, updating on activities and actions.   
RESOLVED – noted 
 
FC 199/24 To provide a Co-option policy for Woughton Community Council 
The new policy was provided, alongside some appendices that covered application 
and voting processes. With two options for a decision, the later was felt most 
appropriate, as allows for the supremacy of Standing Orders.  
Proposal: 
That council ratifies the attached ‘Co-option Policy 2024 with the addition of the 
words ‘should a majority of councillors vote to do so’ at point 5.2 to read ‘5.2 If only 
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one candidate applies to be coopted then the council will resolve that candidate is to 
be co-opted unopposed, should a majority of councillors vote to do so’. 
Proposed by: Cllr Norris. Seconded by Cllr Smith.  
RESOLVED by way of majority vote (one abstention).  
 
FC 200/24 To consider the budget for 2025/26, with updated information and a 
view to a provisional decision regarding precept levels 
The Council Manager spoke to the paper, explaining that there had been some 
significant changes since the last meeting, following discussions that took place on 
11th November. This included some ‘trimming’ of budgets, alongside further 
information on the potential savings of any building closures. In addition, they 
updated council on figures relating to the proposed reductions in the budget for ‘The 
Gazette’, with a proposal that the suggestion that this reduces to one annually was a 
step too far. Whilst this wasn’t a formal decision, there was support from others 
within the meeting, with different ideas exchanged and a suggestion that this be 
considered when the final budget paper comes to Full Council for ratification in 
December.  
Proposals 
a) That council considers the attached budget as the one to be ratified for the 
2025/26 financial year, with the savings identified above included.  
b) That council delegates a decision regarding the attached paper around use of 
community buildings to the Operations Committee (financial implications) and 
Services Committee (delivery implications), with a view to a formal decision being 
made in January  
c) That the Operations Manager, working with the Estates department, continues to 
look at the issue of dog bins, identifying where reductions may be possible and then 
commissioning accordingly.  
d) That council agrees to ratify the budget and precept requirement at the Full 
Council meeting in December, to allow submission of the paperwork to MKCC.  
e) That Full Council allocates time during the coming calendar year to undertake 
work on identifying the priorities for the parish, for the council, and for the budget 
over the coming 3 – 5 years. 
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by Cllr Coughlan.  
RESOLVED by way of majority vote (two abstentions).  
 
FC 201/24 To propose a change to meeting dates in December 
The initial paper was a suggestion that two meetings we combined to avoid a 
meeting on 23rd Dec, as this is Christmas week. However, the Chair made an 
alternative suggestion that all meetings were combined into one Full Council 
meeting, covering all outstanding issues.  
There are some planning issues, which it was suggested if there is a time pressure, 
can be addressed via delegated powers.  
Proposal 
That there is one meeting of council in December, covering all outstanding issues 
(planning, operations and services committees), to take place on 16th December 
2024.  
Proposed by: Cllr Smith. Seconded by Cllr Marsh.  
RESOLVED by way of unanimous vote.  
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FC 202/24 To elect a Deputy Leader 
Following the resignation of Cllr Janette Bobey, the post of Deputy Leader is vacant 
and as such, needs filling. There was some discussion around whether this could be 
deferred, but equally as published in the papers pack, others felt it would be more 
suitable to proceed.  
Cllr Williamson nominated himself, which was seconded by Cllrs Marsh and Webb. 
There were no further nominations.  
Proposal 
That Cllr Williamson is elected to the post of Deputy Leader of the Council.  
Proposed by: Cllr Williamson. Seconded by Cllr Webb.  
RESOLVED by way of majority vote.  
 
 
Date of next meeting:  
Monday 16th December, commencing at 6.00pm, to be held in Chambers, WCC, The 
Council Hub.  
 
 

THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 6:50PM  
 
 

Chair _____________________________ Date _________________________ 
 
 


